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                                                      Newsletter 1/09 
 
Welcome to the first newsletter of the SECHURBA pro ject. 
 
SECHURBA will investigate the potential for energy savings within our heritage 
buildings.  This will involve taking case study buildings and communities, and work with 
installers, architects, planners, and conservation specialists in an effort to demonstrate 
ways of integrating renewable technologies, and energy efficiency methods into historic 
buildings so they can be seen as a vehicle for reaching carbon reduction targets, instead 
of a barrier.  
 
Contents: 
 
1. Project Background 
2. First partner meeting 
3. First Work Package 
4. Partner organisations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STOP PRESS:    SECHURBA website goes live! 
 
Please visit www.sechurba.eu     for more details about the project 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coordinator Contact details: 
Nicole.Solomons@mea.org.uk 
Marches Energy Agency 
The Pump House, Coton Hill 
Shrewsbury, Shropshire 
SY1 1UX 
www.mea.org.uk 
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1. About the project 
 
SECHURBA aims to demonstrate sustainable energy interventions in historic urban 
areas and buildings whilst respecting culture, heritage and local character.  Historic 
buildings were excluded from the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 2002/91, 
and yet existing buildings allow most potential for energy efficiency.  Current barriers will 
be studied including planning and conservation legislation, and financial incentives will 
also be investigated.  An important part of the project is the development of a software-
based tool for establishing appropriate sustainable energy interventions in historic 
buildings.  The tool will be trialled as part of the auditing process of the case study 
buildings.  One outcome of the project will be the creation of Historic Community Climate 
Change Strategies for the study areas, which could be used as templates for replication 
by other local authorities and government departments across the partner regions.   
 
Project No: IEE/07/695/S12.499Duration: 30 months        Start date:  1st September 2009 
 
2. Kick off Meeting 
 
Our kick off meeting was held in September 08 in the historic 
town of Shrewsbury and was attended by representatives of all 
our partner organisations.   We introduced ourselves, our 
agencies and gave presentations about our areas, and work 
packages. 
                                                                                                                    
We were also able to tour some of the case study buildings in 
Shrewsbury and ended up at the offices of Marches Energy 

Agency, our coordinating 
partner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our next full partner meeting is 
in Copenhagen on 2nd and 3rd 
April 2009 
   

 
 
3. WP2 – Community Portfolios  
 
This first work package will be lead by our partner in Hungary, EMI and will include a GIS 
exercise to map the partner study areas, and look at the current economic, social, and 
geographical make up of each study region.  The portfolios will be updated during the 
project as more detail on energy requirements are gathered throughout the course of the 
project. 
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4. Partners and Study Areas 
 
Here is a brief summary of each of the 12 partners and their study areas: 
 
United Kingdom 

 
Marches Energy Agency                  &                 Shropshire Council  

 
 
 
 

 
Set within the loop of the river Severn, Shrewsbury 
dates from C10th, and was originally a Saxon 
settlement.  
 
Renowned as birthplace of Charles Darwin (1809) 
 
There are over 600 listed buildings within the town 
centre, many from Elizabethan and Georgian 
times.  The study area has population of approx 
4,000 people and will include 4 large buildings and 
a street of Victorian houses. 

 
Most of the buildings being focussed on in the study are listed, and all are in the 
Conservation area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example of Shrewsbury Town Centre 
Buildings 
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EMI (not for profit building consultancy services) and Municipality of Szentendre  

                   

 
 
EMI will be leading on Work Package 2 – Community Portfolios 
 
      
 
Hungary has been a member of the European Union since 2004. Szentendre is situated 
in the Central Region of Hungary, ten miles north of the capital, Budapest. The town of 
Szentendre plays a significant role in the Central Hungarian Region. As a small town of 
25,000 inhabitants it belongs to the metropolitan region of Budapest, but has its own 
micro-region, including the town itself, 10 neighbouring villages and two neighbouring 
small towns.  

 
 
Szentendre – known locally as the Town of Painters 
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Italy – two study areas, and 4 partners 
 
ITABC (Institute of Technologies Applied to Cultural Heritage) & VIVECA                                                      
 
ITABC will be leading on Work Package 3 regarding Technical Solutions.  
This will involve a desk-based study of renewable energy systems and 
previous successful applications in historic areas, and the design of a software-based 
tool to identify appropriate sustainable energy solutions in historic buildings. 
                           

 - the case study building is Zena Castle. 
 
The Castle of Zena is situated in a small rural village near Carpaneto Piacentino, in the 
Province of Piacenza, Emilia Romagna Region of Italy.   

 
 
 
 
ALESA  (Energy Agency)   & Province of Chieti  
 
 
In the Chieti region of Italy we will be working with our 
partners – ALESA energy agency and the Chieti 
Municipality to look at buildings in the Chieti region 
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Bulgaria                                UBBSLA  – the Union of Black Sea Local Authorities 

  
 
UBBSLA are Leader of Work Package 6 – Communication & Dissemination.  They have 
responsibility for delivery and design of website, logo, flyer and video production and 
other dissemination activities. 
 
 
An NGO, established in 1992 in Varna 
UBBSLA is comprised of a network of 21 
Municipalities  They provide a wide range of 
member services and represent  members’ 
interests to promote competent and 
trustworthy local self-government in 
Bulgaria 
 
 

 
Varna Theatre 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

Two historic buildings from Varna and three from Balchik will be studied 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Varna  

Sofia 
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Greece   - Two partners, one study community and one building          

 
 
CRES – Centre for Renewable Energy Sources                      
Leader of WP4: Sustainable Energy buildings & 
Communities – Case Studies. This includes the 
auditing of case study buildings, development of 
financing solutions and creation of Historic                    

Community Climate Change Strategies. 
 
 
    
 

    The City of Athens Development Agency 
 
 

 Athens city centre buildings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Rhodes Theatre, Rhodes Island is also to be 
studied. 
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Denmark    
 

 
 

Our partner organisation in Denmark is Cenergia , who are renewable energy 
consultants. CENERGIA is a consulting engineering company, established in 1982.  
Their work focuses on sustainability in building through participation in national and 
international projects that:  

- demonstrate energy savings and utilisation of renewable energy in building projects 
- develop energy saving, sustainable technologies and put these into practice; 
- develop calculation tools for application by design and total economic optimisation of 
housing projects; 
- provide and communicate new knowledge of sustainable building. 
  
Main role in Project: 
 
To help develop and pilot the Intelligent 
Energy Application tool 
 
 
Case study building is Copenhagen Town Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To unsubscribe from this newsletter please email: nicole.solomons@mea.org.uk with the 
word ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line.  Thank you.   


