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Country:   Hungary           Community:  Szentendre 
Venue:     Town Hall, Szentendre    Date:             9th Oct 2009 
 
An Open Event Workshop was organised by Szentendre Community in the Salon of the 
Town Hall of Szentendre.   The aim of the workshop was to relay details of the Sechurba 
project and the way it relates to the inhabitants of the Szentendre Community. It was 
also a good opportunity to start a conversation between the participants of the workshop, 
and local professionals. It served also to get a wide overview about the different needs 
and opinions of the local community and the professionals as well. 
  
The schedule of the workshop was the following: 
10:00 – The participants were welcomed by the moderator of the event, Dr. Károly 
Matolcsy, and they were briefly informed about the aim of the workshop, followed by a 
short  speech by the mayor of Szentendre, Dr. Ferenc Dietz. 
10:10 – The city project of Szentendre was introduced by the chief architect of the town. 
10:20 – The Sechurba project was introduced by Dr. Károly Matolcsy  
10:30 – “Energy and environment conscious building in Europe”: symposium in four 
sections of groups formed by randomly selected participants of the workshop, discussing 
the following topics: 

1. Common task for all four groups: Vision – sustainable city 2020: each group 
had to draw up 10 statement about the sustainability that they want to see by 
2020 in the historical part of Szentendre city (inside the triangle of the 11th 
road, the Mandula street and the Danube river). 

2. Special task for each group: creating opinions based on a consensus in the 
following topics: 

a. First group: Energy efficiency and greater use of renewable energy 
sources (visibility issues, solar systems, heat insulation, micro 
turbines, glazing etc.) 

b. Second group: Individual vs. community power generation: is the 
district heating system an acceptable solution? 

c. Third group: Society aims vs. economic issues: what is the minimum 
acceptable payback time? How to consider advantages, which are not 
quantifiable or arise somewhere else? 

d. Fourth group: Sustainability is more than energy efficiency: 
sustainable traffic, waste management, water management, demands 
and possibilities of social balance 

 
11:15 - After a short coffee break a symposium was held, moderated by László 
Meszlényi. The topic was about energy efficiency and the possibilities in the historical 
city centre. The questions asked by the moderator on behalf of Szentendre community 
were answered by several political leaders of Szentendre and other similar towns, by city 
architects, and professional leaders of the government of Hungary.  
 
12:00 – The final part of the workshop was a reception, where new connections could be 
created, and existing connections could be strengthened, and discussions could be held 
around the topics raised during the workshop. 
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Feedback  
This open event workshop was considered very useful, because the future of the 
historical city centre of Szentendre could be discussed by local people and the experts, 
and therefore many new ideas were brought up, and a lot of important questions could 
be addressed by political leaders, city architects and other professionals which were 
raised by the people of the town.  

 
 

 
 Mayor of Szentendre 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Country: Greece                 Community: Athens 
Venue:    CRES officers, Pikermi   Date:            15th Sept 2009 
 
A half day Workshop was organised by CRES, at their offices in Pikermi, Athens. The 
aim of this workshop was to inform relevant to the project organisations on SECHURBA 
project, to identify possible fields of cooperation and supporting structures, as well as to 
plan further common activities and initiatives. In addition to that, emphasis was given to 
the possibilities of approaching the local community, residents and users, of the case 
study area, and to the available relevant data sources. Discussions and feedback on the 
energy rehabilitation of historic buildings covered a significant part of the program. A 
local steering group was also established from the participants in this workshop. 
 
Attendees  
PUBLIC BODIES 

• Ministry of Culture (2 repr.) 
• Ministry of Environment, Urban Planning and Public Works (3 repr.)   

ASSOCIATIONS / ORGANISATIONS 
• Hellenic Property Federation (2 repr.) 
• Hellenic Society for the Protection of the Environment and the Cultural Heritage 

(1 repr.) 
• EAXA (Unification of the Archaeological Sites of Athens S.A.) (1 repr.) 
• Technical Department of Athens Church… (1 repr.) 
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SCIENTIFIC PARTIES 
• National Technical University of Athens, Chemical Eng. Dptm, Buildings 

Restoration Unit (1 repr.) 
SECHURBA REPRESENTATIVES 

• CRES (2 repr.) 
• AEDA, Athens Development Agency (1 repr.) 

 
CRES and project partner AEDA—the local community representative, were honoured 
by the presence of important to the project representatives, covering a different range of 
backgrounds and activity fields for a fruitful discussion on sustainability potential of 
historic buildings and communities. .  
 
Details on presentations  
Presentations were given by National Lead partner representative from CRES, M.Kikira, 
on “Energy Efficiency in Historic  Buildings and Communities” and her colleague 
N.Panagou on the SECHURBA project. 
 
Discussions and Feedback  
 
Technical:  

• There is a need to enrich the knowledge on historic buildings renovation, and 
especially with energy criteria. Compatibility of old with new materials, moisture 
problems, material chemical characteristics, etc.  

• The market is not mature in this field, need expanded research, knowledge and 
experience. However, SECHRBA initiative was widely characterized as a new 
and innovative filed of study. 

• There is a need to develop a guide/ methodology for historic buildings’ 
renovations with energy criteria (even a simple guideline on historic building 
refurbishment does not exist) 

• A guide with specifications on photovoltaic installations on roofs just released by 
the Ministry of Culture. In addition to that, a guide on RES integration on 
archaeological sites / preservation areas has been prepared by CRES and 
delivered to RAE.  

 
Legislative:  

• The legislative framework is still strict and vague concerning innovative energy 
interventions.  

• There is lack of cooperation between relevant Ministries (Environment, Culture); 
need to progress due to very time-consuming processes 

• Very difficult to develop generalised legislative measures for historic buildings as 
each area / building represent is examined individually.  

• It was mentioned that due to the existing legislative framework and to the limited 
financial incentives, is a curse for someone to own a historic building! 
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Financial:  
• Special loans for historic building restoration works exist, however it is critical to 

develop a holistic study on possible relevant financial sources and grants.    
• Examine the opportunities to develop a targeted funded scheme for energy 

interventions in historic buildings – Ministry of Environment in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Culture 

 
General Comments:  

• Most of listed buildings are old and abandoned. Lack of interest by the 
proprietors due to the financial incentives and legislative framework. 

• Opportunity to link with the “Green Parliament” initiative 
• The case study area is a very difficult case with a special social and economic 

profile, need to expand the study also in the surrounding area. However, it is a 
challenge for such an area with high prospects of future development within the 
centre of Athens.  

• Could use and expand the database of the Ministry of Environment about Historic 
buildings to Energy Certificates. 

• Lack of available real data on built area, number of inhabitants, energy usage for 
the project case study area.  

• Next open event was scheduled for the 23rd of March 2010.  
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Country:   UK           Community: Shrewsbury 
Venue       The Gateway Education Centre  Date:              21st October 2009 
 
Brief description of the format of event  
The event was held: 

·  To raise awareness and gain engagement and support from the local community, 
[in addition to the case study buildings]. 

·  To get a general understanding of community knowledge around improving the 
sustainability of historic buildings. 

·  To prompt a more positive attitude towards sustainable energy choices in 
Shrewsbury’s historic buildings. 

 
The event aimed to do this by bringing together the public, planners and experts in the 
'green architecture' field and areas of sustainable energy,  to promote discussion. 
 
Also invited to the event were local advice stalls to encourage residents to think about 
sustainability beyond the building. 
 
Around 50 members of the public attended, plus representatives from Shropshire 
Council Planning Department and Sustainability Department. The event was held in the 
evening from 6pm – 9pm and some food and drinks provided. 
 
Some residents of case study buildings were in attendance 
 
Details of speakers 
Nicole Solomons gave a presentation on SECHURBA project and its aims. 
Then a Shropshire Council Conservation Officer gave a talk on renovations and 
integration of renewables and conservation areas.   
A local green architect described some projects she had worked on involving 
renovations of older buildings using sustainable materials. 
 
There were stands around the hall representing the following: 
 
Local Renewable Energy Installers – solar thermal and ground source heat pumps 
Draught proofing & Energy Efficiency products company 
Council Waste & Recycling dept 
Cycle Shrewsbury Network 
Friends of the Earth – Environmental Charity 
Marches Energy Agency had a stand carrying out carbon Footprinting and giving away 
free low energy lightbulbs. 
 
Attendees were encouraged to take away a copy of the SECHURBA Community 
Questionnaire and fill it in. 
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Project presentation      Audience and stands  
 
 
Discussions surrounded the issue of conservation laws versus the urgent need to reduce 
carbon emissions.  
 
Conclusions to be gained from the event. 

·  The event gave detailed presentations but highlighted the difficulties that exist 
between preservation of historic buildings and reducing carbon emissions. 

·  There are no clear lines of advice about what can /cannot be done to historic 
buildings or in conservation areas. 

·  Residents are enthusiastic to get involved and implement changes that will 
provide them with economic and carbon savings but need clear guidance on 
what is allowed. 

 
An outcome from the event to be developed through the project is to provide robust 
guidance which can be used by the public / developers / architects when looking to 
make changes that the planners can use when approving works. 
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Country:  Italy                 Community:  Chieti 
Venue:      Conference Hall, Chieti Province   Date:               07/10/2009 
 
Number of people attended: 75 
 
Brief description of the format of event  
The event was organized in conjunction with the presentation of the Covenant of Mayors 
Campaign, in order to assure greater participation of local administrators, citizens and 
stakeholders. It was organized in two parts:    
  

1) Conference presentation: in order to present the work programme of the 
project, the main aims and the previewed results;  

2) Round table: in order to meet participants ideas and opinions 
     

Details of speakers  
Speakers of A.L.E.S.A.:  

1) Eng Antonio DI NUNZIO (General Manager of A.L.E.S.A.)  – presentation of 
SECHURBA work programme  

2) Eng. Gaetano MONTESI (Technical Manager of A.L.E.S.A.) – presentation of 
local case studies  

 
Speakers of the Province of  Chieti 

1) Eng. Giancarlo MOCA (Energy and Environment Manager of the Province of 
Chieti) – Technical, legislative and economical barriers to the realization of 
sustainable energy communities in urban areas  

 
Any feedback on the day or after event 
It was of great interest to local administrators as the province of Chieti is made up of 104 
old municipalities that can potentially implement the results of the SECHURBA project. 
Lack of interest from technicians (architects and engineers) as they don’t think that the 
autocratic and legislative barriers that “protect” the historical urban areas can be 
overcome.   
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Country :  Italy      Community:    Zena Castle 
Venue:     Carpeneto Piacentino – City Council    Date:   13th Nov 09 
 
ENERGY SUSTAINABILITY IN HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND TOWN CENTRES  
 
Details of speakers 
 
Gianni Zanrei (Mayor of the Municipality of Carpaneto Piacentino): Chairman 
Pamela Marenghi (Viveca Srl) 
Emanuele Perotti and Carlo Giunchi (Viveca Srl) 
Michele Liziero (Polytechnic University of Milan – Faculty of Energy) 
Marina Mezzadri (Architect of the Municipality of Carpaneto Piacentino) 
Carlo Marini (Ecoistituto of Parma and Piacenza): 
Benito Dodi (President of the Order of Architects of the Province of Parma and 
Piacenza) 
 
Brief Description of event 
 
Gianni Zanrei as Chairman of the Open Event presented its programme and objectives 
 
Pamela Marenghi (Viveca Srl) : gave a presentation on the SECHURBA project. 
 
Emanuele Perotti and Carlo Giunchi (Viveca Srl) : as respectively owner and 
consultant of the Zena Castle Property they described the SOCRATES PROJECT 
activities at the Castle of Zena.  Its aim is to deepen the project of preservation and 
enhancement and to apply innovative methods, tackling as central topics the usage of 
energy conservation, plant-engineering supply, functional solutions in the context of 
historical buildings, and general compatibility with the existing heritage and the 
surrounding environment.  The intention of the S.O.C.R.A.T.E.S. project is to provide a 
correct and comprehensive approach on how to reuse and enhance a historic building. It 
therefore deals with preliminary investigations and geometric surveys, examines the 
structural features of the building and analyses potential energy sources. 
 
Michele Liziero (Polytechnic University of Milan – Faculty of Energy) : gave a 
presentation of the energy research achieved at the Castle of Zena during the 
SOCRATES project. The main aim was to develop an analysis of the use of energy from 
renewable sources to ensure the best environmental compatibility, based on energy 
saving. The twofold aims of technologically updating historic buildings are to improve the 
comfort for people within them and to improve their energy efficiency, while fully 
respecting their historic and artistic features.  
 
Marina Mezzadri and Carlo Marini  presented the Energy Performance of Buildings 
directive application in Italy and the initiatives achieved in the Municipality of Carpaneto 
Piacentino and in the Province of Piacenza.  
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Benito Dodi concluded the Open Event with some observations:  Sustainable building 
as a whole and the application of sustainability principles in building conservation in 
particular, goes well beyond energy and water conservation. It also incorporates 
environmentally sensitive site planning, resource efficient building materials and 
satisfactory indoor environmental quality. Some of the key benefits are: 

·  lower electric and water utility costs 
·  environmentally effective use of building materials 
·  enhanced health and productivity 
·  long term economic returns 
·  reduced environmental impact 

 
Another purpose of including sustainability 
elements in building renovation and conservation is 
to provide healthy work environments for staff and 
visitors, and to contribute to the goals of protecting, 
conserving, and enhancing a region’s 
environmental resources. Additionally, the area 
concerned helps to set a community standard for 
sustainable building. 
 
In the SECHURBA project the application of 
sustainability principles in building conservation is an important effort towards more 
environmentally-friendly and energy efficient sites and goes beyond energy 
conservation. For that reasons, the research experiments carried out during the project 
of restoration of the Castle of Zena could be considered as a relevant best practice of 
sustainability in building conservation that VIVECA intends to promote and disseminate 
together with the Institutions involved. 
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Country:  Bulgaria     Community : Balchik 
Venue:   Balchik City Hall    Date:            16th Sept 09 
 
 
Brief Description of event   
The first SECHURBA open event was organised in the form of a workshop in Balchik – 
one of the municipalities, participating in the project with three pilot buildings. The event 
took place in city hall building, located in the city centre and offering a comfortable 
conference hall. 
  
The main focus of the workshop was the introduction of the SECHURBA project and the 
opportunities it provides for enabling the interested parties in solving energy efficiency 
problems in historic urban areas. Since Balchik is a historic town full of architectural 
buildings and monuments, the discussion on the energy efficiency of the three case 
study buildings was very attractive both for the key actors (municipality) and the citizens. 
The energy efficiency topic and the opportunity for RES use in historic areas was 
relatively new issue for the owners and attracted their interest. 
 
Details of speakers  
The local Steering group, established in June, 2009 lead the discussion. 
 
The official speakers were: 

- Representative from UBBSLA (1)  
- Representatives from Balchik Municipality (Departments: International 

Cooperation, Projects and Programmes, Architecture) – (2) 
- Representative from the Chamber of Architects (1) 
- Representative from Bulgarian Construction Chamber (1) 

 
Attendees: 

- Representatives of Balchik municipality – Departments “Municipal development   
Planning”, “Legal Department”, “Spatial Planning”  

 - Representative of the case study buildings  
 - Varna Archaeological Alliance  
 - Owners/tenants of historical/protected buildings 
 - Citizens 
 - Market operators (construction companies, RES companies) 
 - Energy agencies and associations 
 
Any feedback on the day or after event 
 
The topic of the workshop was considered very interesting, intriguing and lead to a lively 
debate. Almost all of the representatives (excluding the official speakers) took the floor, 
explaining the issues from their point of view, asked questions or gave some 
suggestions for possible solutions.  
 
The main conclusions from the workshop were outlined as follows: 

1. The national legal frame is too old, vague regarding the refurbishment of 
architectural buildings and heritage monuments. It was pointed out as the main 
barrier for RES applications. 
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2. The municipality is ready to work on the energy efficiency issues in municipal 
buildings and expressed hope that SECHURBA project will enhance the 
application of innovations in this aspect 

3. The awareness on RES application on protected buildings is still low, since the 
measure is not popular, not disseminated and not separately stipulated in the 
regulations concerning energy efficiency. 

4. The general opinion was that the elaboration of the Intelligent Energy Application 
Tool for Historic Buildings, within the SECHURBA project, will be a valuable 
asset and an important tool for further development of this particular topic and 
could be very helpful in the overall 
process of applying energy 
efficiency measures in protected 
buildings.  

 
Any press/publicity resulting from event  
 
The information of the workshop was 
announced in the monthly bulletin of 
UBBSLA, as well as published on the 
websites of the Union and the Municipality. 
 
 
 
 
 
Country:  Bulgaria     Community: Varna 
Venue:  Varna City Hall    Date:             23rd Sept 09 
 
 
Brief Description of event 
 
The SECHURBA open event was organised in the form of a half-day workshop in the 
frame of the European Mobility week activities. The City Hall, as an attractive centre was 
chosen to host the workshop, in relevance with the Municipality’s politics of energy 
efficiency, its support of SECHURBA project and membership of the Covenant of 
Mayors. 
  
The main focus of the workshop was the introduction of SECHURBA project and the 
opportunities it provides for enabling the interested parties in solving energy efficiency 
problems in historic urban areas. In addition the meeting reached its aim to enhance the 
communication between the interested parties, to provoke discussion on the topic of 
energy savings in historic buildings and to raise awareness and exchange ideas on the 
innovative opportunities for solving energy efficiency issues.  
 
The official speakers were: 

- Representative from UBBSLA (1)  
- Representatives from Varna Municipality (Departments: International 

Cooperation, Projects and Programmes, Architecture) - 2 
- Representative from the Chamber of Architects (1) 
- Representative from the Chamber of Engineers (1) 
- Representative from Bulgarian Construction Chamber (1) 
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Attendees: 

- Representatives of Varna municipality – Departments “Municipal development    
Planning”, “Legal Department”, “Spatial Planning”  

 - Ministry of culture – Varna regional department  
 - Varna Archaeological Museum  
 - Ministry of Environment and Water – Varna Regional Inspectorate  
 - Varna Archaeological Alliance  

- The owners of the case study buildings (Varna Theatre and National School of 
Arts)  

 - Bar Association - Varna 
 - Owners/tenants of historical/protected buildings 
 - Citizens 
 - Market operators (construction companies, RES companies) 
 - Energy agencies and associations 
 
 
Any feedback on the day or after event 
The workshop again provided some lively debate. 
  
The main conclusions from the workshop were outlined as follows: 

1. The national legal frame is too old, vague and has difficult procedures, regarding 
the refurbishment of architectural buildings and heritage monuments. It was 
pointed out as the main barrier for RES applications. 

2. Another very important barrier both to the owners of historic buildings and the 
business is the lack of finance and financial incentives with regard to RES. 

3. A suggestion for undertaking measures in regard to local decrees and orders, to 
strictly stipulate the requirements and constraints in renovation of historical 
monuments and in the same time, in the frame of the national legislation, to 
facilitate the process of obtaining permissions and approval of innovations in 
historical buildings, concerning energy efficiency and RES application, while 
preserving their historical and architectural value. This suggestion was decided to 
be officially submitted to the municipality of Varna. 

4. The awareness of RES application on protected buildings is still low, and not 
separately stipulated in the regulations, concerning energy efficiency. 

5. The general opinion was that the elaboration of the Intelligent Energy Application 
Tool for Historic Buildings, within the SECHURBA project, will be a valuable 
asset and an important tool.  

 
 
The information from the workshop was 
announced in the monthly bulletin of 
UBBSLA, as well as published on the 
websites of the Union and the Municipality. 


