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PART I – EU Mechanisms for RES and RUE financing schemes 
 
The present part I is a general introduction to the EU Mechanisms for RES and RUE financing 
schemes, which results from the literature and in particular from a book called “Public Finance 
Mechanism to catalyse sustainable energy sector growth” UNEP - 2005. 
It’s also inspired by the results of an EU project concerning the social house called “FinSH financial 
and support instruments for fuel poverty in social housing” cofinancied by IEE. 
 
To provide a first contribution to the reading is essential to provide some definitions: 
Loan   A ‘loan’ is an ‘amount’ of finance taken from a ‘borrower’ (for example, a financial institution 
such as a bank) by a ‘lender’ (for example, a social housing provider) which is paid back (usually in 
instalments) over a period of time. This may or may not include interest charged against the amount of 
finance borrowed. 
Grant    A ‘grant’ is a fund dispersed from one institution (for example, a government department) to 
another for the use of a specific project. Most grants require an applicant to submit a proposal to the 
potential fund provider and some level of reporting. Grants differ from ‘loans’ as they are not required 
to be paid back to the fund provider once the works are complete. 
Cold rent / warm rent a ‘warm rent’ includes heating charges, while a ‘cold rent’ does not. 
Dwelling general term: any type of living place (house, flat, etc.) 
Appliances general term: any kind of energy-consuming device used in a dwelling and which belongs 
to the occupier (i.e. refrigerator, lighting bulbs) 
 
 

Financing Sustainable Energy Sector  
In order to stimulate and promote renewable energy and energy saving 
market development, the provision of the right policy framework and 
financial tools is essential, but remains a key challenge. Sustainable 
energy, although subject to the same market forces as conventional 
energy sources, involves markedly different technologies and thus their 
financing requires new thinking, new risk management approaches and 
new forms of capital. A number of barriers exist that are impeding 
scaled-up investment in the sustainable energy sector, an area that 
includes both renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies and 
systems. Financial structure and scale pose a further challenge to 

investment in RE. Renewable energy projects usually carry higher up-front capital costs and lower 
operational costs than their conventional counterparts. The external financing requirement is therefore 
high and must be amortized over the entire project lifecycle. Moreover, The typically small size of 
sustainable energy projects makes transaction costs disproportionately high (feasibility analysis, due 
diligence, legal and engineering fees, consultants, etc) as these do not vary significantly with project 
size. Financiers regard the cost and long-term performance risks of clean energy technologies as being 
higher than with conventional systems – a perception which often results from a lack of timely and 
accurate information. Finally, RE project developers are often under-financed with relatively limited 
track records which causes financiers to perceive them as high risk and to refuse nonrecourse project 
finance. The market distortion caused by the pricing of high-carbon fuels, which does not reflect the 
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environmental and social costs they impose, puts most sustainable energy technologies at a competitive 
disadvantage and makes them dependent on supportive policy and regulatory frameworks to be 
financially viable. 
 
The role of the PU - Public Sector 
Both international agreements and self-imposed targets are leading government policy-makers to 
consider and act on the wider impacts of energy production and consumption. Given today’s rapidly 
changing markets, however, governments increasingly have to find smarter and more effective ways to 
intervene. Effective government intervention catalyzes sustainable energy technology innovation and 
provides the operating frameworks that financiers need to take long-term investment decisions. Policies 
are needed that help create markets, reduce risk, provide acceptable rates of return for investments and 
create conditions for a sustainable and profitable sustainable energy industry. This entails long-term 
regulatory frameworks supported by finance mechanisms that address barriers and gaps to financing 
sustainable energy solutions. 
Experience in Western Europe, North America, and elsewhere has shown, renewable energy requires 
favourable institutional and regulatory conditions in order to thrive. Moreover, investors frequently 
note that the policy framework conditions are an important determinant of future decisions to invest in 
RE.  
 
Public Financing Mechanisms 
Supportive regulatory and tax environments are key drivers of the development and financing of new 
technologies, however, these macro approaches are not always enough to create the true enabling 
environment needed for large-scale investment in sustainable energy systems. 
Understanding the financing gaps that exist in the various stages of sustainable energy market 
development is a complex task. The gaps may vary, depending on the applicable regulatory 
environment, regional contexts, as well as on current financing and clean energy market trends. To 
avoid a “quick fix” approach, public finance mechanisms need to be designed in an integrated manner 
that allows barriers and gaps to be addressed at various stages of market development. Public finance 
mechanisms can fill these gaps and thereby lower the barriers to project implementation. 
 
Important mechanisms are: 
Tax credit 
Tax credits are a way to incentivise investment in energy improvements, for example by reducing 
liability for income tax by an amount equivalent to that spent on retrofit measures. It may be applied to 

owner occupiers (although in this case is less likely to be 
attractive to lower-income households) or to private 
landlords. 
Feed in tariffs 
In some countries there is an agreed and guaranteed price 
paid for energy generated by small and medium scale 
renewable resources feeding back into the grid. This is 
generally significantly higher than the market has 
otherwise delivered, and provides an income stream 
which can help to repay capital loans. 
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Financing mechanisms in the SE sector 
Finance mechanisms that provide grant support or debt or equity at the seed, start-up and growth stages 
are crucial to the development of the small-scale niche of the SE market. 
 
 - Grants 
Contingent grants are useful mechanisms that can help the SE investors address specific aspects of 
business development, especially in the early stages before any revenue streams have been established. 
This option permits the public sector actor to provide incremental funds without directly subsidizing 
commercially viable activities, since the support is repaid once the business activity has started 
providing returns. In the event that the contingent grant is repaid, then the repayment history is useful 
for demonstration to future investors. It is important to ensure that the SE investors deploying the new 
technologies and services to the end consumer can access the capital needed to launch and operate their 

businesses. SE investors generally carry further risk due to their weak 
balance sheets and/or track records and limited market presence. Lack 
of investor familiarity with the sector makes the seed/equity gap even 
more pronounced and calls for appropriate government responses 
through education, demonstration and financing mechanisms. Public 
sector-capitalized funds can take different legal and public/private 
partnership-based forms. In summary, although some equity investment 
is now available in the SE sector, public intervention is often needed as 
it is not enough to cover the required equity share that banks usually 

expect in a project, particularly in uncertain markets with high equity requirements. 
The most important are the Government grants. This category includes grants for housing 
refurbishment which may include energy improvements. A different approach is grants programmes 
specifically targeting energy efficiency, and in some cases only for (or with additional support for) 
lower income households. These grants may be directed to the individual resident, and vary in scale 
from large regeneration projects through to the household level. 
Another variation in approach is whether single measures are covered or a “whole house” approach, 
identifying and financing the measures necessary to achieve a certain standard of energy efficiency, 
environmental performance or affordability. The limit to the capital resources available is a significant 
factor, given competition for such funds. It is also observed that the maximum finance allowed per 
project or home is a significant factor with regard to the energy efficiency standards that can be 
achieved. 
 
 - Debt 
Even if a SE investor can raise the equity needed to start a business, accessing debt capital can be 
challenging, even after the company is operational. SE investors face typical obstacles such as weak 
balance sheets and small transaction size when they are seeking working capital for operations and 
growth capital loans to expand. 
 
 - Guarantees 
Despite the fact that many sustainable energy technologies are commercially proven, lenders still often 
perceive SE businesses as non-conventional and therefore risky. Financial risk management and 
transfer mechanisms are also part of the debt/equity gap mitigation package. Government sponsored 
guarantees can cover some commercial risks associated with borrowers who have inadequate balance 
sheets or credit histories. They can also cover other non-commercial risks associated with the economic 
and financial stability of the country of project implementation. Guarantee schemes, when successful, 
increase bank involvement in financing SE investors and can reduce the real and perceived technology 
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risks, as well as credit risks linked to long amortization periods. When targeting perceived risks, pricing 
the guarantee correctly is particularly important. The correct price needs to be both low enough to 
make the guaranteed loan affordable to borrowers, and high enough to incentivize banks to eventually 
drop the guarantee if and when their perceptions of the technology or business activity have improved 
and they realize that the guarantee costs more than it is really worth. Without an appropriate pricing 
strategy, a guarantee mechanism can create dependence and become difficult. 
 
Financing mechanisms for small projects 

Facilities that can share some of the costs of project development, on a 
grant, contingent grant, or soft loan basis, can play an important role in 
helping many developers take a project from prefeasibility stage 
through to financial closure. These facilities need to be carefully 
structured to target the right projects and align interests on project 
development. Public sector contingent grants may be offered for various 
preparatory activities and then repaid in part or in full when the project 
has reached the operation and revenue-generating stages. Soft loans that 
offer deferred debt service and interest-free grace periods may be also 
available. Grant programs are increasingly being combined with loan 
instruments to shift the focus from early stage ‘prospecting’ to later 
stage project engineering and development. 
Generally, sustainable energy projects are financially structured in the 
following way: 

�  Equity provided by the companies involved in the project, 
and possibly by institutional and strategic investors or the capital markets; 

�  Debt provided through corporate or project-financed loans from commercial banks; 
�  Insurance of specific operational risks provided by an insurer or insurance broker; 
�  Guarantees provided by programs from governments or multilateral agencies. 

For SE projects it can be difficult to pull this financial package together, and the gaps can often only be 
filled with niche financial products, some of which already exist and some of which need to be created. 
 
Important is the so called “Micro credit”.  This is a term used to describe a small loan, especially one 
given to people living in relative poverty, to enable them to develop earnings capacity and establish 
small businesses. The concept can also be useful in relation to the economy of a household, or to 
support community groups (for example in regeneration activity) in that it is a way to extend credit to 
people without the collateral or previous credit record normally required for loans. 
By avoiding some of the bureaucracy involved in conventional loans, it is adapted better to lending 
relatively small amounts, and if targeted only to community benefit and socio-economically deprived 
groups, it may be possible to raise capital from sources with social aims. Examples include Credit 
Unions and Community Loan funds. 
 
Equity Financing 
Equity is normally sourced from corporate treasuries, strategic investors, private equity funds, or the 
capital markets (i.e., public equities). Public agencies can also provide equity needed at this stage. Each 
type of investor will have their own reasons to invest, usually based on their estimation of the risk-
adjusted return of the project and the options they see for eventually exiting the investment. Exits are 
generally made through IPOs, management buyouts or industrial sales. Although there definitely is a 
gap between risk capital at the technology innovation stage and the project financing stage, some VC 
investors may have interest in providing later-stage equity for the first commercial applications of 
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technologies they’ve financed. Follow-on equity investments at this stage 
allow for lower risk (as the technology is more proven) although more 
modest returns. It is important to remember that the cost of debt financing is 
lower than the cost of equity, therefore increasing the share of debt in a 
project leverages the returns to equity shareholders. Most project developers 
therefore seek as much debt as possible to finance their projects. Increased 
debt, however, means increased risk of loan default. Debt-to-equity ratios in 
stable energy markets with long-term off-take agreements can range up to 
4:1 (80% debt: 20% equity). In general, the higher the risk (real or 

perceived), the higher the amount of equity required. In the nascent SE sector lenders tend to require 
the project sponsor to provide more equity (up to 50%) to demonstrate creditworthiness and cover risk 
to debt servicing. The creditworthiness of both the off-take agreements and the buyer utility can heavily 
influence how much debt a project is allowed to take on. 
 
Fuel supplier obligation 

An obligation placed on fuel suppliers to achieve energy or carbon savings 
through their own investment. 
In effect this is paid for through energy bills across the whole customer base, 

and is a way to structure the allocation of private profits to achieve social and environmental goals 
related to the impact of the industry generating the profits. 
 
Mezzanine Finance Mechanisms 
Mezzanine finance groups together a variety of structures positioned in the financial structure 
somewhere between the high risk / high upside pure equity position and the lower risk / fixed returns 
senior debt position. Typically it comes in the form of quasi (or convertible) equity which can combine 
some form of preferred shares with subordinated debt and the option to later be bought out, either 
progressively or in one bullet payment (called ‘put options’). Quasi-equity is most useful in illiquid 
markets where a lack of exit options makes pure-equity investments less attractive. For sustainable 
energy project developers, this form of finance is cheaper than would be available on the equity market, 
does not usually involve sacrificing any control of the company and can allow them to raise sufficient 
capital to meet the debt-equity requirements of senior lenders. Mezzanine finance instruments can be 
extended out 8-12 years, providing a more ’patient’ capital investment option. It has proved to be most 
successful when operating in mid-to well-developed capital markets where equity and debt instruments 
are well established. 
 
Alternatives to Bank Financing 
Third-Party Financing (TPF) is another form of off-balance sheet financing that can be used in place of 
debt financing. It is best known for energy efficiency and energy performance contracting via energy 

service companies (ESCOs), but can also be a source of 
finance for renewable energy projects. TPF leasing 
arrangements can also provide the purchaser/lessor with tax 
advantages (i.e. accelerated depreciation) while transferring 
all operating costs and responsibilities to the lessee. 
An energy service company (ESCO) is a term that has been 
used more or less loosely, but a useful definition is that it is a 
company that sells an energy service (such as heating) as 
opposed to just energy. This might for example involve 
provision of the heating equipment, fuel and maintenance, as 
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well as energy saving measures. The primary relevance in this context is that this provides an incentive 
for the company to finance and implement retrofit measures where these make provision of the service 
more economical. 
Under an energy performance contracting arrangement, an external organisation develops, implements 
and finances (or arranges financing of) an energy efficiency project or a renewable energy project, and 
uses the stream of income from the cost savings, or the renewable energy produced, to repay the costs 
of the project, including the costs of the investment. The external organisation takes the risk, in that 
they may not recover all of its costs unless the project delivers all of the energy savings guaranteed. An 
ESCO might set up an EPC agreement, in practice. 
 

European Union funding 
European regional policy and the funding that supports it aims to 
reduce the gap between the development levels of different regions, 
and there are various finance programmes that can help to finance 
retrofit projects, particularly where these have employment 
generation potential. Each member state prepares their own 
framework for implementation, and there can be variation in 
application between regions. 
Examples of relevant programmes are ERDF, JESSICA, ELENA 
and JASPERS. 
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PART II – Analysis of present RES and RUE financing 
opportunities in SECHURBA countries 

 
The general arrangement of EU Mechanisms for RES and RUE financing schemes opens the way for 
an analysis of those in the countries involved in the “SECHURBA” project, both in general terms and 
specifically in the old town and in historical buildings. 
 
Particularly in the seven countries involved, were taken into account 26 funding mechanisms that can 
be, as follows: 
 
 

 
The funding is about possible intervention in the field of RES and RUE with the following breakdown: 
 
 

RES
27%

RUE
38%

RES AND RUE
35%

 

COUNTRY 
ITALY 3 
UK 7 
GREECE 2 
BULGARIA 2 
DENMARK 6 
SPAIN 1 
HUNGARY 5 
 TOTAL 26 

ITALY; 3

UK; 7

GREECE; 2
BULGARIA; 2

DENMARK; 6

SPAIN; 1

HUNGARY; 5
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Funding for the most part cover residential buildings (42%) and to a lesser extent those of community 
(12%). 

Residential
42%

Community Building
12%

Commercial
4%

Residential and Commercial
42%

 
 
 
Only 27% of cases are specific to local communities. 
The resources are for the most part of the national level. When they are of regional level, concern 
financial measures often linked to EU structural funds.  Interesting a line of funding through private 
foundations (Denmark) and also a line of grants linked to the National Lottery Programme (UK). 

NATIONAL
80%

REGIONAL
8%

PRIVATE
4%

LOCAL
8%

 
 
 
The policy mechanisms are breakdown as follow: 
 

GRANT RELATED TO 
ASSETS

61%

FEED IN TARIFF
27%

GRANT 
12%

 
 
 
The table below shows a summary of the mechanisms identified, while in the end of the document are 
specific descriptions of each mechanism with weak points and success stories. 
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N. COUNTRY SUBJECT NAME SOURCE MECHANISM  TYPE OF 
BUILDING 

YEAR DEADLINE  LOCAL 
COMM.  

1 ITALY RES and RUE Detrazione IRPEF NATIONAL 
GRANT 

RELATED TO 
ASSETS 

Residential 2008 2011 NO 

2 ITALY RES Conto energia NATIONAL FEED IN 
TARIFF 

Residential 
and 

Commercial 
2003 2001 NO 

3 ITALY RES and RUE Fesr Programme REGIONAL 
GRANT 

RELATED TO 
ASSETS 

Residential 
and 

Commercial 
2007 2013 NO 

4 UK RES and RUE Community sustainability 
energy programme 

NATIONAL  GRANT Community 
building 

2008 2010 YES 

5 UK RUE Renewable Heat Incentive NATIONAL FEED IN 
TARIFF 

Residential 
and 

Commercial 
2011 On-going NO 

6 UK RUE Warm front NATIONAL 
GRANT 

RELATED TO 
ASSETS 

Residential 2001 On going NO 

7 UK RUE Keep Shroshire warm NATIONAL GRANT Residential 2008 On going NO 

8 UK RES Feed in tariff for electricity NATIONAL FEED IN 
TARIFF 

Residential 
and 

Commercial 
2009 On going NO 

9 UK RUE Repair grants for places of 
workship NATIONAL  

GRANT 
RELATED TO 

ASSETS 
Commercial 1994 On going YES 

10 UK RES Low Carbon Buildings 
Programme NATIONAL  

GRANT 
RELATED TO 

ASSETS 

Community 
Building 2007 2010 YES 

11 GREECE RUE Exoikonomo kat' oikon NATIONAL 
GRANT 

RELATED TO 
ASSETS 

Residential 2010 2013 YES 

12 GREECE RUE Exoikonomo NATIONAL 
GRANT 

RELATED TO 
ASSETS 

Community 
building 

2009 2013 YES 

13 BULGARIA RES and RUE Bulgarian Energy 
Efficiency Fund (BEEF) 

NATIONAL  
GRANT 

RELATED TO 
ASSETS 

Residential 
and 

Commercial 
2004 On going NO 

14 BULGARIA RES and RUE 
Operational Programme 
"Regional Development" 

(OPRD) 
NATIONAL  

GRANT 
RELATED TO 

ASSETS 

Residential 
and 

Commercial 
2007 On going NO 

15 DENMARK RES Energinet.dk NATIONAL FEED IN 
TARIFF 

Residential 
and 

Commercial 
2009 On going NO 

16 DENMARK RES and RUE The built environment NATIONAL 
GRANT 

RELATED TO 
ASSETS 

Residential 
and 

Commercial 
2000 On going NO 

17 DENMARK RUE PSO (Public Service 
Obligations) 

NATIONAL  FEED IN 
TARIFF 

Residential 
and 

Commercial 
1998 2011 NO 

18 DENMARK RES 
The energy saving approach  

and scrap system of the 
energy companies 

NATIONAL  FEED IN 
TARIFF 

Residential 2006 On going NO 

19 DENMARK RUE The Cultural Inheritance 
Center 

NATIONAL  GRANT 
Residential 

and 
Commercial 

2006 On going NO 

20 DENMARK RES and RUE Private funding PRIVATE 
GRANT 

RELATED TO 
ASSETS 

Residential 
and 

Commercial 
2000 On going NO 

21 SPAIN RES Real decreto NATIONAL 
GRANT 

RELATED TO 
ASSETS 

Residential 2008 2012 NO 

22 HUNGARY RUE Eco-program for residential 
buildings LOCAL 

GRANT 
RELATED TO 

ASSETS 
Residential 2008-

2009 2010 YES 
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N. COUNTRY SUBJECT NAME SOURCE MECHANISM  TYPE OF 
BUILDING 

YEAR DEADLINE  LOCAL 
COMM.  

23 HUNGARY RES 
Buying obligation and fixed 

prize for electricity from 
PV 

NATIONAL  FEED IN 
TARIFF 

Residential 2008 no tender NO 

24 HUNGARY RES and RUE 
Zöld Beruhàzàsi Program 

(Green Investment 
Program) 

NATIONAL  
GRANT 

RELATED TO 
ASSETS 

Residential 2010 On going NO 

25 HUNGARY RES and RUE 
KEOP  (Environmmental 

and Energy Operative 
Program ) 1-5 tenders 

REGIONAL 
GRANT 

RELATED TO 
ASSETS 

Residential 2009 On going NO 

26 HUNGARY RUE 
�������� z Fel� jí�� si 

Program  (Retrofit multi 
unit dwellings) 

LOCAL 
GRANT 

RELATED TO 
ASSETS 

Residential 1990 
Yearly, 

mainly in 
spring 

YES 

 
 
In an analysis covering the historic buildings it is clear that the mechanisms identified, aiming at 
overall development of RUE and RES in all urban and social contexts, are not always suitable for such 
special areas. 
 
In an old town there are always historical and cultural constraints which require preliminary studies not 
funded by tax deductions or feed in tariff, because the repayment time on investment impact on 
complex structures and, sometimes, not suitable for technological innovations. 
 
In order to clarify the issue must first outline the possible functions detectable in the historic center: 
 

 
 
 
The historic center intersects the residential uses with the commercial and cultural services, where the 
promotion and enhancement of architectural resources are often combined with various aspects of 
tourism. 
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Such a varied system must be interpolated with the use and with the constraints: 

 
 
 
As has happened in an area close to the Province of Chieti, must also take due account of possible 
extraordinary phenomena, such as the earthquake (Aquila April 2009 - 100 km from Chieti), which 
impose further restrictions of a structural nature that should not be underestimated. 
 
 

 
1 Old town of L'Aquila destroyed by the earthquake of April 2009 
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In such a context it is absolutely necessary to supplement the funding mechanisms at least in the four 
main matrices: 
 

- structural safety; 
- energy efficiency; 
- tourism development; 
- cultural heritage protection and enhancement. 

 
Funding is often only by sector, although in recent years the issue of energy 
efficiency has become a cross in various facilities, especially those related to the 
structural safety of buildings and in the touristic development. Especially in the 
facility related to the enhancement of tourist accommodations are included criteria 
related to EMAS and / or ECOLABEL FOR TOURIST SERVICES, which are 
environmental management systems that favour the use of RES and RUE. 
Interesting in this context is the mechanism in force in Denmark, where buildings are 
designated as "worthy of preservation” and within this constraint are also supported 
actions to improve energy efficiency of buildings themselves. 

In addition to incentives for management, an interesting mechanism in the UK is linked to the lottery 
funds. The use of funds normally used for simple reasons of growth of government revenues and those 
related to private funds (usually banking foundations) are an important new frontier for energy 
efficiency of buildings in historic areas. 
In Sechurba Countries there aren’t specific mechanisms in historical areas directly related to the 
ESCOs, but these systems will be increasingly used, especially in public buildings. 
 
Therefore interesting it is to use mechanisms similar to those put up by the European Commission and 
the EIB for the program ELENA. 
As mentioned in a historical context the approach must be integrated and financial mechanisms must be 
linked to detailed preliminary studies. Fund the design in order to stimulate access to credit facilities 
might be important, especially if the buildings are public property. The idea would be to fund the 
implementation of executive projects also through calls to "competition of ideas" that then develop 
investment (in relation to at least 1:20) to be repaid with the financial returns arising from the savings 
realized (ESCOs.) 
 
The possible mechanism is shown in the diagram below. 
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In the management phase which follows, the savings investment will repay the investment itself 
according to the following logical scheme. Clear that the payback period can not exceed 15 years. For 
some types (such as museums, theaters, etc. ...) the management may also be linked to that of their 
activities. 

 
 
The public body could also involve private property owners by creating "buying groups”. 
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PART III – SUCCESS STORY in SECHURBA countries 
 
 
Below are some success stories included in those investigated in SECHURBA countries. 
 
 
 ITALY 
 
 
DETRAZIONE IRPEF 
 
The Financial act 2008 has provided tax allowance of 55% and relief VAT for refurbishment and 
restructuration in existing national buildings heritage. The deduction is determined by the type of 
performed intervention within the maximum limits varying from 30,000 € to 100,000 €. 
From ENEA studies in 2008 la maggior parte degli immobili che hanno usufruito dell’agevolazione 
sono di tipo residenziale. 

 

 
 

The distribution by type of intervention show that most of the practices 
received by ENEA is linked to the replacement of fixtures (48%), almost 
120,000 operations on a total of 248,000; approximately 73,000 practices, 
29% of the total, involve the replacement of the winter heating; more than 
43,000 practices, or 18% of the total, involves the installation of solar panels 
to produce hot water; about 3% of all dossiers sent regards horizontal 
insulation of opaque structures and about 2% of all dossiers regards vertical 
insulation of opaque structures, which means more than 4,000 operations. It 
is estimated that the primary source of energy savings achievable by 
measures to improve the energy performance of the housing is of the order 
of 20-40% in terms of kWh / m2 years. 
 
The results of energy saving are the following: 
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Similar results are found for the CO2 emitted, valued in 2008 in 418 ktons. The breakdown by regions 
is as follow: 
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  UNITED KINGDOM 
 
COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY ENERGY PROGRAMME 
 

 
This programme helps community-based organisations in England to 
reduce their Energy bills and environmental impact, as well as raising 
public awareness of climate change and how to tackle it. 
The Community Sustainable Energy Programme is an open grants 

programme run by “Building Research Establishment (BRE)” as an award 
partner of the Big Lottery Fund.  
Community-based organisations can apply for a capital grant to install 
microgeneration equipment, such as solar panels or wind turbines, together with 
energy efficiency measures including loft or cavity wall insulation. It also funds 
development studies that help community organisations find out if a 
microgeneration and energy efficiency project will work. 
The Community Sustainable Energy Programme will provide £8 million to 
community-based organizations for the installation of microgeneration technologies, such as solar 
panels or biomass boilers and energy efficiency measures including loft and cavity wall insulation. It 
will also provide £1 million for project development grants that will help community organizations 
decide if they could benefit from a microgeneration and energy efficiency installation 
It has two types of funding available:  
Project Development Grants 
Grants are available for studies investigating the feasibility of installing any combination of 
the microgeneration technologies listed below. The maximum grant available is £5,000 or 75 % of the 
study cost - whichever is lower. 
Capital Grants 
Organisations can apply for up to £50,000 or 50 % of the project cost (whichever is lower) for 
installing microgeneration technologies and energy efficiency measures. 
 
A success example is about three 19th Century buildings (a cottage and 
two warehouses) which have been combined together to form the 
headquarters of Birmingham Friends of the Earth. For full heating to 
comfortable levels current heating bill is £7,737 a year which equates to 
some 29 tones of CO2 using gas and electricity for space heating. The 
project aims to provide heating for the entire building using sustainable 
sources. 
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  GREECE 
 
 
EXOIKONOMO KAT’ OIKON 
(HOME SAVINGS PLAN) 
 

 
 The " HOME SAVINGS PLAN " is expected to be significant in helping the country 
achieve its objectives on energy savings, but also stimulate the internal. The program is 
based on the new European Regulation (EC) No. 397/2009 of the European Parliament 
and Council of May 6, 2009, by which it is possible financing by the European 
Regional Development Fund, actions to improve energy efficiency in residential area. 

The programme aims not only to save energy trough interventions in buildings and to raise public 
awareness regarding the rational use of energy by growing energy consciousness to citizens, thus 
contributing significantly to the target set in the Action Plan for Energy Efficiency (EEAP) to save 
energy by 2016 9% of the average consumption of years 2001-2005. 
The program is based on the exploitation of energy inspectors and the Energy Performance of 
Buildings Regulations under Law 3661/2008, in order to correctly identify the energy needs of 
buildings and the necessary interventions that will lead to maximizing energy savings. 
The purpose of the project  is the reduction of energy consumption, the reduction of carbon dioxide 
emissions and the restriction of climatic change, the upgrade of living conditions in buildings and in 
the cities, the creation of favourable urban environment, the support of local government for the 
application of energy saving measures, the improvement of social awareness for environmental 
management issues and the change of daily behaviour, the motivation of market forces and the 
promotion of investments towards the direction of sustainable growth.  
The main features of the financing source are:  

1. Energy saving investments on private premises that are constructed 
before 1980 and are located in areas where zone prices are below 
1500 euro per square meter will be supported. 

2. It is estimated that in this phase 100.000 houses will be inserted in 
the program and 20.000 new jobs will be created. 

3. The total amount of investment will reach 1,2 billion euro from 
which 400 million will be from public capital while the rest will be 
given by the banks. 

4. The program will give subsidies and flat or low interest loans for 
the replacement of recesses, boilers, wall-roof insulation. 
5. The evaluation of banks that expressed interest has almost been completed. 
6. The team of Energy Investigators has been assembled. 
7. The Energy Efficiency Rule has been established. 
8. The call of tenders will be released very soon. 
9. The loans will be recycled and the payments from the borrowers will be returned to the fund. 
10. Every 2 or 3 years an amount of 300 up to 400 million will be gathered and they will be used 

for the re-release of the call of tenders for the program. 
11. The achievements in energy saving, the use of renewable energy sources and the reduction of 

greenhouse gas in European level will increase the GDP by 0,8% and 600.000 new jobs will be 
created. 
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  BULGARIA 
 
BULGARIAN ENERGY EFFICIENCY FUND  (BEEF) 
 
The Bulgarian Energy Efficiency Fund facilitates Energy Efficiency Investments, pursues Substantial 
Reduction of Greenhouse Gases and promotes the Development of a Working Energy Efficiency 
Market in Bulgaria. The BEEF divides its customers into three strategic groups: municipalities, 
corporate clients and private individuals. The financial resources of the BEEF are being used for 
Rehabilitation of buildings, Improvements to the heat source and distribution system, Street lighting, 
Investments in improved Energy efficiency in industrial processes, etc.. 
The successful case studies, related to energy efficiency in buildings are more than 40, with no 
individual citizens as beneficiaries. As of 31.12.2009 the Bulgarian Energy Efficiency Fund has funded 
77 projects with total amount of BGN 22 million. Amongst them 33 projects of municipalities, 33 
corporate clients, 5 hospitals and 6 universities. 

“Prolet” kindergarten  – Dimitrovgrad, Dimitrovgrad Municipality 
Total Project Cost: BGN 173 810 
Project Credit: BGN 152 284 
Project Lifetime: 20 years 
Project payback: 5,1 years 
Energy Saving Measures: Thermal insulation of external walls, Thermal 
insulation of the roof, Replacement of existing windows with PVC frames, 

Replacement of existing boiler with a one using natural gas and rehabilitation of heating system, 
Replacement of lightning fixtures 
Expected Savings: Electricity 8 608 kWh/year 
Naphta/Diesel 302 108 kWh/year 
Natural Gas: - 161 276 kWh/year 
GHG emissions: 84 t CO2/year. 
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  DENMARK 
 
THE CULTURAL INHERITANCE CENTER 
 
This success case is a programme that is directed primarily to 
safeguard of Historical worthy buildings (about 300,000 in Denmark). 
When a building is designated as "worthy of preservation", only its 
exterior is protected, whereas listing protects the entire building. Both 
the Heritage Agency and the local authorities may designate buildings 
to be worthy of preservation. This opportunity is used in connection 
with local planning in order to protect buildings of major regional or 
local significance. Most buildings are designated as worthy of 
protection on the basis of the SAVE (Survey of Architectural Values 
in the Environment) method. See link box to the right. 
A building worthy of preservation may not be demolished, except by special permission of the relevant 
local authority. Approx. 300,000 buildings in Denmark have been assessed worthy of preservation. The 

rules concerning buildings worthy of preservation are administered by 
the local authorities. 
Direct support from the public Owners of preservation worthy 
buildings can apply the Cultural inheritance Center for economic 
support for the renovation works. The grant is e.g. given in shape of 
support. The Cultural Inheritance Center yearly distributes approx. 30 
billion for the purpose of renovation of preservation worthy buildings, 
so it can not be taken for granted to get acceptance of commitment for 
economic support. The Cultural Inheritance Center does not support 

ordinary maintenance or modernisation of buildings. In order to get support for renovation work of a 
preservation worthy building the owner has to apply the Cultural Inheritance Center for economic 
support. Only privately owned buildings will be granted economic support from the Cultura Inheritance 
Center. There is no application form and that is why it is recommended to contact your relevant 
caseworker within the Cultural Inheritance Center, prior to submitting an application. 
The program is crucial in view integration fund for the benefit of significant buildings in historic areas. 
 
 
  SPAIN 
 
 
REAL DECRETO – 12 DECEMBER 2008 

 
Aim of the plan is to improve accessibility and energy efficiency by the 
introduction of renewable energy systems in the existing building stock and 
consequently improve employment. Objectives of the plan  are to rehabilitate 
2.250.000 houses and make 150.000 buildings more habitable. 
Particular attention is given to the heritage of historical centres, which need a 
special approximation, not considered in the actual normative framework. The Plan 
deals with the concept of energy efficiency from an “eco-neighbourhood” point of 

view that is from the group formed by the building, its environment and the city. 
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  HUNGARY 
 
ZÖLD BERUHÁZÁSI PROGRAM (GREEN INVESTMENT PROGRAM) 

  
The funing mechanism developed by the Ministry intends to 
promote investments in sustainable energy in residential buildings. 
30% of the investment of retrofitting work is a non repayable grant, 
but there are certain limit for overall budget. If the retrofitting 
achive a label B, A or A+, bonus subsidy up to extra 30 % is 
foreseen. 
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PART IV  - Boards of funding mechanisms identified in 
SECHURBA countries  
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Country 
 

ITALY  

Financing subject 
 

RES and RUE 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 

Residential 

Financing Source 
 

National 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

Detrazione IRPEF 

Policy mechanism 
 

Grant related to assets 

Year of promotion 
 

2008 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

2011 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

Ministry of economic development 

Law/normative reference 
 

Financial act 2008 – Legislative decree of 18 December 2008 

Brief description – main 
features of the financing source 
 

Tax allowance of 55% and relief VAT for refurbishment and 
restructuration  

Links 
 

www.sviluppoeconomico.gov.it; www.fontirinnovabili.it  

Weak Point The limited amount of the deduction for certain transactions 
involving large investments, sometimes makes it impossible to 
recover the cost within 5 years. The procedures, in terms of 
necessary documentation, are still too burdensome. The technical 
requirements will charge "excessive" to sustain itself. 
 

Success Stories Most of the practices received by ENEA is linked to the 
replacement of fixtures (48%), almost 120,000 operations on a 
total of 248,000; approximately 73,000 practices, 29% of the total, 
involve the replacement of the winter heating; more than 43,000 
practices, or 18% of the total, involves the installation of solar 
panels to produce hot water; about 3% of all dossiers sent regards 
horizontal insulation of opaque structures and about 2% of all 
dossiers regards vertical insulation of opaque structures, which 
means more than 4,000 operations. It is estimated that the primary 
source of energy savings achievable by measures to improve the 
energy performance of the housing is of the order of 20-40% in 
terms of kWh / m 2 years. 

 NUMBER 1 
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Country 
 

ITALY  

Financing subject 
 

RES 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Residential and Commercial  

Financing Source 
 

National 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

Conto Energia 

Policy mechanism 
 

Feed in tariff 

Year of promotion 
 

2003 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

2011 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

Ministry of environment 

Law/normative reference 
 

Legislative decree 387 of 2003; Decree 181 of august 2005  

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

The feed-in tariff scheme was first endorsed by Italy in 2005, then 
updated with a new Decree in 2007. The Regulatory Authority for 
Electricity and Gas appointed GSE as the implementing body in 
charge for allocating the incentives. The tariffs, ranging between 
36 and 49 € cents/kWh, depend on size and the level of 
architectural integration of PV plant, considering three type of 
plant: not integrated, partially integrated and integrated. 

Links 
 

www.gse.it ; www.fontirinnovabili.it  

Weak Point A big problem is the large number of requests made to the GSE in 
recent times. A number much higher than the national demand and 
the capacity of the distribution network. Probably this is due to the 
fear of a cut of incentives that has already been fixed and that will 
be phased in 2011, while between 2012 and 2013 is 6% per year. 

Success Stories In the Province of Chieti through the incentive system in tariff has 
been made 5 photovoltaic plants (2kW of power) on the roofs of 
five technical colleges. The plants manufactured for demonstration 
purposes were aimed at teaching and have received enormous 
interest from the students. 
At the national level, at this moment, through the incentive system 
"conto energia" 98,375 photovoltaic systems were installed, a 
commitment to a power of 1,522,952 kW. 
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Country 
 

ITALY  

Financing subject 
 

RES and RUE 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 

NO 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Residential and Commercial  

Financing Source 
 

Regional 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

- 

Policy mechanism 
 

Grant related to assets  

Year of promotion 
 

2007 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

2013 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

European Commission and Emilia Romagna Region 
 

Law/normative reference 
 

European Commission Decision C (2007) 3875 dated 7th August 
2007 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

The 2007-2013 Regional Operational Programme of the European 
Regional Development Fund, approved by the European 
Commission Decision C (2007) 3875 dated 7th August 2007, has 
allocated 347 million euro funds. These financial resources are 
mainly intended to support the Emilia-Romagna Region to reach 
the outstanding Lisbon and Göteborg objectives of growth in 
research and development expenditure, creation of the knowledge 
society and dissemination of sustainable development. Parameters, 
such as employment, growth in research and development 
expenditure, number of patents, level of social inclusion, public 
policies oriented towards the attainment of EU objectives, involve 
a growing commitment of the regional system towards the creation 
of a new dynamic, innovative and competitive Europe, as outlined 
by the new Lisbon strategy. The Regional Operational Programme 
is therefore designed to further strengthen the Emilia-Romagna 
social and economic dynamism, innovation capabilities and 
development quality. This overall goal is then declined in different 
specific sub-goals, which play a fundamental role in the regional 
economic and social sectors, which are characterized by high 
levels of development and industrialization, a good competitive 
positioning and a good service network in support of development. 
Hence, the Operational Programme pursues the overarching 

 NUMBER 3 
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general objective of bringing the Emilia-Romagna Region within 
the area of excellence of European regions, through specific 
priority actions. The “Priority 3: energy and environmental 
regeneration and sustainable development” is intended to promote 
the ethical energy competitiveness and the energy and 
environmental enhancement. It is geared to foster environmental 
sustainability, bearing competitiveness in mind, with a focus on 
innovation in the energy and environmental field, the promotion, 
efficiency and innovation of people and goods logistics. It 
envisages three activities: 1). To regenerate energy and 
environmental conditions of industrial areas; 2). To support 
innovative projects in the energy and environmental technological 
sector aiming at energy saving in the use of renewable sources; 3). 
To support energy-saving oriented pilot projects in the area of 
movement and logistics of people and goods. 

Links 
 

http://fesr.regione.emilia-romagna.it 
  

Weak Points - Assessment of the correct interpretation of the needs and 
priorities for assistance; 

- Definition and assessment of consistency with the 
requirements of the intervention by analyzing the strategy 
of the Program, of the lines of action and specific goals; 

- Assessment of the consistency of the strategy in relation to 
other instruments of regional, national and community 
level; 

- Assessment of the relevance of the financial plan; 
- Quantifying of the correlated impact and of anticipated 

results of the strategies identified; 
- Assessment of procedures for implementation, monitoring, 

evaluation and financial management. 

Success Stories 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- TECNOPOLI Project - a network for high tech in Emilia-
Romagna: The program will see the construction of infrastructure 
dedicated to industrial research for about 160 thousand square 
meters, will involve about 1,800 researchers in 520 newly 
recruited, will expand the Regional Network of the High 
Technology up to 53 facilities including research laboratories and 
centers for innovation. 
- Enhancement of the environmental and cultural heritage: 38 
projects are regional government, funded with more than 40.5 
million euro and able to generate 91.8 million investment, 
approved following the submission of expressions of interest. The 
proposed activities aim to promote measures to enhance the 
cultural and environmental resources, with the aim of enhancing 
their attractiveness in terms of economic development and benefit 
areas. 
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Country 
 

UK 

Financing subject 
 

RES and RUE 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

YES 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Community Buildings 

Financing Source 
 

NATIONAL - Lottery Programme 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

Community Sustainability Energy Programme 

Policy mechanism 
 

Capital Grant -  

Year of promotion 
 

2008 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

 17 December 2010  

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

Dept energy and climate change – UK govmt 

Law/normative reference 
 

- 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

The Community Sustainable Energy Programme will provide £8 
million to community-based organizations for the installation of 
microgeneration technologies, such as solar panels or biomass 
boilers and energy efficiency measures including loft and cavity 
wall insulation. It will also provide £1 million for project 
development grants that will help community organizations decide 
if they could benefit from a microgeneration and energy efficiency 
installation 

Links 
 

http://www.communitysustainable.org.uk/ 

Comments (if any) 
 

Two types of funding available:  
Project Development Grants 
Grants are available for studies investigating the feasibility of 
installing any combination of the microgeneration 
technologies listed below. The maximum grant available is £5,000 
or 75 % of the study cost - whichever is lower. 
Capital Grants 
Organisations can apply for up to £50,000 or 50 % of the project 
cost (whichever is lower) for installing microgeneration 
technologies and energy efficiency measures. 
 

Weak Points Long time delays between feasibility study being carried out and 
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decision on grant funding.  And often organisations have to find 
the match funding 

Success Stories 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Friends of the Earth Building Birmingham 

Three 19th Century buildings (a cottage and two warehouses) 
which have been combined together to form the headquarters of 
Birmingham Friends of the Earth. For full heating to comfortable 
levels current heating bill is £7,737  a year which equates to some 
29 tones of CO2 using gas and electricity for space heating. The 
project aims to provide heating for the entire building using 
sustainable sources 
Community Involvement 
In early 2008 an extensive consultation exercise was undertaken 
including a ‘Building Away day’ and individual meetings with 
tenants. Stakeholders, members, volunteers and supporters had the 
opportunity to talk about what they would like to see happen to the 
building. The majority of whom expressed an interest in making 
better increased use of sustainable technologies. Audit paid for 
under the CSEP programme was carried out in 2008 and  one of 
the recommendations was for a wood pellet boiler. The audit 
recommended a 45kW wood pellet boiler which would save 
£1,830 a year on fuel and reduce CO2  emissions by 32 tones a 
year. The organization went ahead with the installation of the pellet 
boiler, funded by CSEP in 2009. 
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Country 
 

UK 

Financing subject 
 

RUE 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Residential and Commercial 

Financing Source 
 

National  

Name of financing mechanism 
 

Renewable Heat Incentive 
 

Policy mechanism 
 

Feed in tariff 

Year of promotion 
 

2011 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

On-going 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

Department of Energy and Climate Change 
 

Law/normative reference 
 

Energy Act 2008 
 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

Money will be received annually for heat generated from 
renewable energy sources – this will include biomass, ground 
source and air source heat pump; anaerobic digestion, and solar 
thermal systems.  Systems under 45kWh annual output will be 
estimated, over that size will be metered. 
 

Links 
 

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/consultations/rhi/rhi.aspx 
 

Comments (if any) 
 

Although feed in tariff for electricity is introduced this year (April 
2010) this RHI comes in next April and will be the first tariff for 
producing heat in the world.  But it will replace up-front grants for 
renewable energy systems. 
 

Weak Points 
 

There are some concerns about the effect this scheme will have on 
biomass resource in the UK and that it may lead to import of wood 
fuel.  

Success Stories This is due to come into being in April 2011 and has now been 
announced as going ahead by new coalition government (20.10.10) 
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Country 
 

UK 

Financing subject 
 

RUE 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Residential 

Financing Source 
 

National Government 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

Warm front 

Policy mechanism 
 

Grant related to assets 

Year of promotion 
 

2001 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

On going 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

Govmt – Department of Energy & Climate Change Money comes 
from CERT funding – Carbon Emissions Reduction Target 

 
Law/normative reference 
 

UK Government's Fuel Poverty Strategy which was published in 
November 2001. 
 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

The Warm Front Scheme provides a package of insulation and 
heating improvements up to the value of £3,500 (or £6,000 where 
oil, low carbon or renewable technologies are recommended). It is 
a Government-funded initiative and the scheme is managed by 
Eaga. 

Links 
 

www.warmfront.co.uk 
 

Comments (if any) 
 

Have to be in receipt of certain social security benefits to qualify – 
e.g unemployed, pension age, housing benefit or over the age of 70 
Operates in England only (Diff schemes in Wales and Scotland) In 
Wales it is called the Home Energy Efficiency Scheme 
 

Weak Points Only funds certain standard types of insulation and not necessarily 
materials appropriate for use in older historic buildings. Only deals 
with loft and cavity insulation – not solid walls 
  

 
Success Stories 

Does offer energy efficiency advice and covers draught proofing 
and more efficient boilers too as well as converting open fires to 
glass fronted stoves 
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Country UK 
Financing subject 
 

RUE 

Is it specifically related to 
local communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does 
the funding apply to 

Residential 

Financing Source 
 

 Funded by DEFRA 

Name of financing 
mechanism 
 

Keep Shropshire Warm 

Policy mechanism 
 

Grants 
 

Year of promotion 
 

2008 

Deadline for the submission 
of proposal/requests  

On-going 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

CERT Funding 

Law/normative reference 
 

 
 

Brief description – main 
features of the financing 
source 

 Money to help with energy efficiency measures such as loft 
insulation and draught proofing, specifically for those living in fuel 
poverty in the county of Shropshire. 

Links 
 

http://www.keepshropshirewarm.org/ 

Comments (if any) 
 

Special rate of £139 for loft insulation as long as you have less 
than 60mm insulation currently if more than that it will cost £199. 
If  you are over 70 or in receipt of benefits you may be entitled to 
free insulation subject to conditions and qualifying criteria.  

Weak Points Applicants must be an owner/occupier or own the property to 
qualify for these rates or be a private landlord responsible for the 
property. 
Have to be over 70 to get this for free or in receipt of certain social 
security benefits. 

Success Stories ·  Keep Shropshire Warm has assisted 5702 Households since 
January 2008 and saved 6,842.4t/CO2  a year 

·  A further 1440 households were offered affordable warmth 
advice, benefit health checks and guidance as to winter fuel 
payments 

·  £82,6790 worth of retained economic benefit from household 
energy bill saving 
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Country 
 

UK 

Financing subject 
 

RES 

Is it specifically related to 
local communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does 
the funding apply to 
 

Residential and Commercial 

Financing Source 
 

National 

Name of financing 
mechanism 
 

Feed in tariff for electricity 

Policy mechanism 
 

Feed in tariff  

Year of promotion 
 

Comes into force April 2010 
 

Deadline for the submission 
of proposal/requests  

Will be on-going – covers installations from July 2009 
 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

Govmt – Department of Energy & Climate Change 
 

Law/normative reference 
 

Section 42 of the Energy Act 2008 
 
 

Brief description – main 
features of the financing 
source 

Price paid per kWh, dependant on technology, to person who owns 
system, for electricity that is sold back to the grip.  Example figures are  
38 p per kWh for micro solar PV and 26p  for wind turbines between 1.5 
and  15kW 
 

Links 
 

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/news/pn10_010/pn10_010.aspx 
 

Comments (if any) 
 

- 

Weak Points Many large companies are contacting community organisations and 
individuals and asking to “rent” their roofspace to put on PV’s.  They 
offer free electricity to the owner, but keep the Feed-in-Tariff themselves 
and profit more than the community group who cannot afford the 
funding up front to install the PV’s. 
It means there is now  no up-front Capital funding for renewable 
electricity systems, only payback after installation 

Success Stories Listed Church in London became UK first to have solar PV slates 
installed and take advantage of the new Feed in Tariff 
The PV roof will generate an estimated 47% of power requirements. The 
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tiles will also reduce the church carbon emissions by over 7000 kg per 
annum and St Silas will sell green energy back to the National Grid 
using the feed-in-tariffs scheme. 
Please see photo of church below: 

 
St Silas Church, Pentonville,  London 
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Country 
 

UK 

Financing subject 
 

RUE 

Is it specifically related to 
local communities 
 

YES 

What type of building does 
the funding apply to 
 

Commercial 

Financing Source 
 

National 

Name of financing 
mechanism 
 

Repair Grants for places of worship 

Policy mechanism 
 

Grant related to assets 

Year of promotion 
 

1994 
 

Deadline for the submission 
of proposal/requests  

On-going 
 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

The Heritage Lottery Fund is administered by the National Heritage 
Memorial Fund (NHMF) which was given the responsibility of  
distributing a share of money raised through the National Lottery for 
Good Causes, to heritage across the UK, in 1994. We are a non-
departmental public body accountable to Parliament via the Department 
of Culture, Media and Sport. 

 
Law/normative reference 
 

 
 

Brief description – main 
features of the financing 
source 

Funding for urgent, high-level repair work to listed places of worship. 
The scheme is managed separately in each of the four countries of the 
UK. 
 

Links 
 

http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/ 
repairgrantsforplacesofworship.aspx 
 

Comments (if any) 
 

- Part of the larger Heritage Lottery Funding programme From £10,000 
to £250,000 
 

Weak Points Over the past 15 years we have given over £1.5billion to projects that 
have conserved more than 12,800 historic buildings, including 2,400 
listed at Grade I/A and Grade II*/B.  
 

Success Stories  
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Country UK 
Financing subject 
 

RES 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

2 streams – 1 domestic and one community scale projects 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Residential and Commercial 

Financing Source 
 

National 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

Low Carbon Buildings Programme 

Policy mechanism 
 

Grant related to assets 

Year of promotion 
 

2007 
 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

Scheme has now finished and been replaced by Feed-in -Tariffs 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

Govmt – Department of Energy & Climate Change 
 

Law/normative reference 
 

Climate Change Act- 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

Grant towards installation of renewable energy systems  

Links 
 

www.lowcarbonbuildings.org.uk 

Comments (if any) 
 

Two funding streams: Phase I for domestic buildings; Phase II for 
community buildings   

Weak Points This funding has now ended and been replaced by the Feed in 
Tariff for electricity and Renewable Heat Incentive for heating 

Success Stories 

 

 St Alkmund’s Church  
One of the SECHURBA project case studies – a church dating 
back to 15th Century received 50% funding under LCBP 
(Community funding stream) to put PV’s on roof and given 
planning permission due to the fact that because of parapet on roof, 
the panels are not visible from the ground. See photo of Church 
from below and of panels on roof: 
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Country 
 

GREECE 

Financing subject 
 

RUE 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

YES 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

RESIDENTIAL 

Financing Source 
 

N.S.R.F. National Strategic Support Framework l  

Name of financing mechanism 
 

EXOIKONOMO KAT’ OIKON  

Policy mechanism 
 

Grant related to assets 

Year of promotion 
 

2009 -2013 
 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

Proposals submission period: From November 2010 
 
 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

Ministry of Economy and Finance / Strategic Reference 
Framework (ESPA) 2007-2013 / Axis 4: Completion of National 
Energy System and Sustainability reinforcement / Operational 
Programme / Competitiveness and Enterprise / Activity: Energy 
Saving for municipalities / Thematic Area: Energy Efficiency, 
CHP, energy management. 

Law/normative reference 
 

Law 3842/2010 
 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

12. Energy saving investments on private premises that are 
constructed before 1980 and are located in areas where 
zone prices are below 1500 euro per square meter will be 
supported. 

13. It is estimated that in this phase 100.000 houses will be 
inserted in the program and 20.000 new jobs will be 
created. 

14. The total amount of investment will reach 1,2 billion euro 
from which 400 million will be from public capital while 
the rest will be given by the banks. 

15. The program will give subsidies and flat or low interest 
loans for the replacement of recesses, boilers, wall-roof 
insulation. 

16. The evaluation of banks that expressed interest has almost 
been completed. 

17. The team of Energy Investigators has been assembled. 
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18. The Energy Efficiency Rule has been established. 
19. The call of tenders will be released very soon. 
20. The loans will be recycled and the payments from the 

borrowers will be returned to the fund. 
21. Every 2 or 3 years an amount of 300 up to 400 million will 

be gathered and they will be used for the re-release of the 
call of tenders for the program. 

22. The achievements in energy saving, the use of renewable 
energy sources and the reduction of greenhouse gas in 
European level will increase the GDP by 0,8% and 600.000 
new jobs will be created. 
 

Links 
 

http://www.ypeka.gr/Default.aspx?tabid=526 

Comments (if any) 
 

-The program will be realised through a Special Fund with a 
budget of 396 million euro by NSRF funds. 
-An energy certificate is required which is fully funded. 
-A specific tax refund up to 600 euro has been foreseen for energy 
saving expenses up to 6000 euro. 
 

Weak Points It refers to buildings constructed before 1980 and also it sets very 
low income criteria. 

Success Stories The subsidies to citizens to replace old energy-consuming air 
conditioning systems at their premises with new “Type A” energy 
class which took place during 2009 and it was funded by NSRF 
was very successful. As a result the absorption of the funds of the 
program was fast. 
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Country GREECE 
Financing subject 
 

RUE 

Is it specifically related to 
local communities 
 

YES 

What type of building does 
the funding apply to 
 

MUNICIPAL 

Financing Source 
 

N.S.R.F. National Strategic Support Framework l  

Name of financing 
mechanism 
 

EXOIKONOMO 
 

Policy mechanism 
 

Grant related to assets 

Year of promotion 
 

2009 -2013 
 

Deadline for the submission 
of proposal/requests  

Proposals submission period: from 01/4/2009 to 22/7/2009 
 
 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

Ministry of Economy and Finance / Strategic Reference 
Framework (ESPA) 2007-2013 / Axis 4: Completion of National 
Energy System and Sustainability reinforcement / Operational 
Programme / Competitiveness and Enterprise / Activity: Energy 
Saving for municipalities / Thematic Area: Energy Efficiency, 
CHP, energy management. 

Law/normative reference 
 

Law nr.3614/2007 
 

Brief description – main 
features of the financing 
source 

The purpose of the project  is the reduction of energy 
consumption, the reduction of carbon dioxide emissions and the 
restriction of climatic change, the upgrade of living conditions in 
buildings and in the cities, the creation of favourable urban 
environment, the support of local government for the application 
of energy saving measures, the improvement of social awareness 
for environmental management issues and the change of daily 
behaviour, the motivation of market forces and the promotion of 
investments towards the direction of sustainable growth.  
The objective of the Project it is the application of proven good 
practices for a reduction in energy consumption mainly in the 
construction sector (municipal buildings) together with an 
upgrade of  urban open spaces  and secondly in the municipal 
and private transportation sector  and in energy – intense 
municipal installations. Regarding the Municipal buildings, the 
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project allows the upgrade of existing buildings (studies, 
construction) in the structural nutshell, in electro-mechanical 
installations (like heating/air conditioning), in lighting (artificial 
and natural) and in the installation of Energy Management 
System (Building Energy Management System  – BEMS).  
Indicative interventions are the addition of heat insulation in the 
walls, in the roofs and in the floorings, the replacement of old 
windows, doors and frames, the use of special coats in roofs and 
aspects, the installation of exterior sunshades, planting - at least 
60% – in roofs, the upgrade of central heating system - air 
conditioning, the installation of heat alternators, circulators, 
geothermal pumps, roof fans. The expected profits from the 
application of the above actions are the energy saving up to 40% 
for heating and up to 30% for cooling according to the 
intervention. Regarding the urban open spaces the project allows 
technical works to the municipal lighting network (lightings, 
lamps and management system) for the improvement of micro-
climate in pavements, roundabouts and in the spaces outside of 
municipal infrastructures. Selected interventions will also take 
place in the sector of  transports and urban mobility. More 
specifically, limited interventions will be made in order to 
improve the energy and environmental output of heavy vehicles 
that exist in municipal fleet, while transport studies will be 
conducted in municipalities with high rate of  urbanity and 
density. All the above measures are combined with a series of 
actions for the briefing of persons in charge in the Municipalities 
and for the citizens in general. The funding of works comes from 
the Municipalities own contribution at a rate of  30%. The 
distribution of budget depends on demographic criteria: Up to 
1.500.000 euro for <150.000 citizens., up to 3.000.000 euro for 
>150.000 <300.000 citizens, up to 6.000.000 euro for> 300.000 
citizens. The distribution of budget per axis is: municipal 
buildings 55-65%, communal spaces 15-25%, transports 10-15%, 
technical infrastructures 4%, dissemination and networking 
activities 4%. 

Links 
 

http://www.ypan.gr/c_announce/45_5395_cms.htm 

Comments (if any) 
 

Many municipal buildings are historic and listed, raising the 
interest of potential energy efficiency interventions. 

Weak Points In order to participate in the program the municipalities must 
contribute the 30% of the budget, in a period of budgetary 
constraints where the legal subsidies from the government to the 
municipalities are very limited. 

Success Stories The subsidies to citizens to replace old energy-consuming air 
conditioning systems at their premises with new “Type A” energy 
class which took place during 2009 and it was funded by NSRF 
was very successful. As a result the absorption of the funds of the 
program was fast. 
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Country 
 

BULGARIA  

Financing subject 
 

RES and RUE 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Residential and Commercial 

Financing Source 
 

National  

Name of financing mechanism 
 

Bulgarian Energy Efficiency Fund (BEEF) 
 

Policy mechanism 
 

Grant related to assets 

Year of promotion 
 

2004  

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

On Going 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

EBRD, Government of Austria, Government of Bulgaria, several 
private Bulgarian companies 

 
Law/normative reference 
 

- 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

The Bulgarian Energy Efficiency Fund facilitates Energy 
Efficiency Investments, pursues Substantial Reduction of 
Greenhouse Gases and promotes the Development of a Working 
Energy Efficiency Market in Bulgaria. The BEEF divides its 
customers into three strategic groups: municipalities, corporate 
clients and private individuals. The financial resources of the 
BEEF are being used for Rehabilitation of buildings, 
Improvements to the heat source and distribution system, Street 
lighting, Investments in improved Energy efficiency in industrial 
processes, etc.. 

Links 
 

http://www.bgeef.com/display.aspx 
 

Comments (if any) 
 

- 

Weak Points It is designed not specifically for historical buildings, however 
their owners are eligible to apply; Lack of awareness campaign 
focused to individuals; it is a credit line, aggravated with bank fees 
and taxes, which is not very well accepted by individual citizens; 
as a financial mechanism it is more suitable for municipalities; lack 
of correspondence between the financial scheme and the 
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legislation. 
Success Stories The successful case studies, related to energy efficiency in 

buildings are more than 40, with no individual citizens as 
beneficiaries. As of 31.12.2009 the Bulgarian Energy Efficiency 
Fund has funded 77 projects with total amount of BGN 22 million. 
Amongst them 33 projects of municipalities, 33 corporate clients, 5 
hospitals and 6 universities. 
Municipal Hall of Residence – Dobrich, with beneficiary 
Municipal Housing Fund, Dobrich Municipality 
Total Project Cost: BGN 295 280 
Project Credit: BGN 221 460 
Project Lifetime: 15 years 
Project payback: 4,7 years 
Energy Saving Measures: Replacement of windows with a new 3 
chamber PVC frame and double glazing; Insulation of external 
walls. 
Expected Savings: Electricity 315 630 kWh/year 
GHG emissions: 729,3t CO2/year. 
“Prolet” kindergarten  – Dimitrovgrad, Dimitrovgrad 
Municipality 
Total Project Cost: BGN 173 810 
Project Credit: BGN 152 284 
Project Lifetime: 20 years 
Project payback: 5,1 years 
Energy Saving Measures: Thermal insulation of external walls, 
Thermal insulation of the roof, Replacement of existing windows 
with PVC frames, Replacement of existing boiler with a one using 
natural gas and rehabilitation of heating system, Replacement of 
lightning fixtures 
Expected Savings: Electricity 8 608 kWh/year 
Naphta/Diesel 302 108 kWh/year 
Natural Gas: - 161 276 kWh/year 
GHG emissions: 84 t CO2/year. 
Building of the Medical University, Varna 
Total Project Cost: BGN 727 839 
Project Credit: BGN 537 445 
Project Lifetime: 15 years 
Project payback: 3,1 years 
Energy Saving Measures: Thermal Insulation of roof slate; 
Replacement of window frames with PVC ones with double 
glazing; Replacement of heating boilers with two new ones with 
capacity 250-300 kW; New heat supply system for the gym and 
installation of convectors; Replacement of existing electrical bulbs 
with energy saving ones. 
Expected Savings: Electricity 98 000 kWh/year 
Thermal energy 904 604 kWh/year  
GHG emissions: 639 t CO2/year. 
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Country 
 

BULGARIA  

Financing subject 
 

RES and RUE 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Every kind of building 

Financing Source 
 

National  

Name of financing mechanism 
 

Operational Programme “Regional Development” (OPRD) 
 

Policy mechanism 
 

Grant related to assets 

Year of promotion 
 

2007  

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

On Going 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

Structural Funds of the European Union – Regional Funds 2007 - 
2013 

 
Law/normative reference 
 

- 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

The Programme is focused to practical implementation of Priority 
4 of the National Strategic Reference Framework “Balanced 
Territorial Development” and outlines the major areas to be 
financed by the European Fund for Regional Development. The 
aims of the Programme are to improve the social and economic 
conditions of 6 Bulgarian Planning Regions and to overcome their 
slow development in comparison to other European regions from 
one side, and from another – to limit the interregional 
discrepancies in Bulgaria. The Programme includes wide range of 
measures, from infrastructural to protection of cultural heritage. 
The Programme is divided into 5 priority axes: Sustainable and 
integrated urban development, Regional and Local Accessibility, 
Sustainable tourism development, Local development and 
cooperation and Technical Assistance. The priority axis, most 
relevant to SECHURBA project is 	 1, with its sub-priority 
“Housing policy” and component 3 “Cultural infrastructure”. “The 
activities financed under sub-priority “Housing policy include 
energy audits and energy efficiency measures in residential 
buildings. 
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Links 
 

http://www.bgregio.eu/Content.aspx?pid=4&menu=left  

Comments (if any) 
 

- 

Weak Points The eligible beneficiaries are public authorities, NGOs, housing 
associations of owners in multifamily buildings. Private single 
family or individually owned buildings are not eligible; the sub-
priority “Housing policy” is limited to 86 municipalities in 
Bulgaria; lack of correspondence between the financial scheme and 
the legislation 

  
Success Stories “Museums of Varna – repair and modernisation” Total budget: 

BGN 4 925 811, Grant OPRD: 100%, Project period: 24 months. 
 
“Improvement of cultural infrastructure of Burgas 
municipality”  Total budget: BGN 5 546 122, Grant OPRD: 100%, 
Project period: 24 months 
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Country 
 

DENMARK  

Financing subject 
 

RES 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

- 

Financing Source 
 

National 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

Energinet.dk 

Policy mechanism 
 

Feed in tariff 

Year of promotion 
 

2009 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

- 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

Energinet.dk is an independent public business owned by the 
Danish state as part of the Climate and Energy Department and 
with own board of directors. The business has been established due 
to statute of Energinet Denmark from December 2004 

Law/normative reference 
 

ACT no. 1392 of 27/12/2008 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

Municipalities can apply for grants to initiatives which have to 
encourage local accept of new Windmills on shore 

Links 
 

www.energinet.dk 

Comments (if any) 
 

Green solutions 
Grant can be given to costs which the municipal council defray to; 
Construction projects which strengthen scenic and recreational 
values within the municipality. Cultural and informative activities 
in local associations etc. to promote acceptance of utilisation of 
renewable energy sources in the municipality. 

 
Weak Points The funding is only for municipalities and the focus is on 

implementing RES municipalities so it does stand out in the exiting 
surroundings which include historical buildings but historical 
buildings are not the main focus for the funding.   

  
Success Stories The funding started January 2009 and there have been produced 

any end reports yet.    
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Country 
 

DENMARK  

Financing subject 
 

RES and RUE 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Residential and Commercial 

Financing Source 
 

National 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

The built environment 

Policy mechanism 
 

Grant related to assets 

Year of promotion 
 

2000 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

On going 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

REALDANIA  

Law/normative reference 
 

- 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

Realdania supports projects that make a difference for the built 
environment in Denmark 
Guideline for the projects we support are as follows; 
·  The project has to make a positive, forward-looking difference 

within the built environment 
·  The project has to have a value of demonstration 
·  The project has to have or provide architectural quality 
·  The project has to create new knowledge 
·  The project has to disseminate the achieved knowledge for 

relevant interests 
·  The project has to be economic sustainable in settling as well 

as operation 
·  The project has to include an assessment of the environmental, 

social and health related sustainability 
·  The support from Realdania has to make a difference 

compared to the completion of the project 
·  The project has to be useful to the common good 

Links 
 

www.realdania.dk 

Comments (if any) Realdania investment activity creates the economic basis for our 
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 philanthropic activities. The main purpose of the investment 
activity is to achieve the best possible and long-term business of 
our net capital, while we at the same time take the smallest 
possible risk of permanent losses. Realdania started operating in 
2000 with a net capital of DKK 10.5 billion. Since then we have 
gathered the contribution with DKK 10 billion for more than 1000 
different projects within the built environment. At the moment 
Realdania is involved in 360 projects. Here we are contributing 
with DKK 9 billion from a total project economy of DKK 16.5 
billion. Realdania is covered by the corporation taxing act, and 
since the founding in 2000 we have paid DKK 2 billion on taxes.  
The size of our investment assets varies from time to time. In 
February 2007 the capital was on its best with DKK 36.1 billion. In 
the wake of the financial crises, which had its serious effect in the 
last part of 2008, our total investment assets have decreased to 
DKK 15.0 billion, 31 December 2008.The investment assets are 
divided into 5 main asset classes, shares, debentures, real estate, 
private equity and Danske Bank. 

 
Weak Points 

 
In the projects where there is a specific focus on listed and “worthy 
of preservation” buildings RUE and RES is not mentioned as 
something that should be integrated in the renovation. In the last 
couple of years Realdania has received some negative criticism 
mainly from the Danish architects how is of the opinion that 
Realdania has evolved into a dominant power in architecture and 
urbanism and how decides too much. Some of the criticism is that 
there is no real control or transparency in Realdania although 
billions come from generations of Danish homeowners and 
Realdania can determine if significant public buildings in Denmark 
are going too be carried out. Even though the negative criticism the 
general attitude in the Danish public is positive regarding 
Realdania. 
 

Success Stories Realdania has formed an independent business foundation “Built 
heritage foundation” (Bygningsarvsfonden)  that should drive the 
“Danish built heritage” A/S. The goal is to preserve, safeguard and 
develop our shared built heritage by reinforcing advice on how to 
best suit it. 
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Country DENMARK  
Financing subject 
 

RUE 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Residential and commercial 

Financing Source 
 

National 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

PSO (Public Service Obligations) 

Policy mechanism 
 

Feed in tariff 

Year of promotion 
 

1998 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

Deadline for applying for funds in 2011 are 17. September 2010. 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

ForskEL 

Law/normative reference 
 

elforsyningslovens § 29 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

Support R&D projects in environmentally friendly technologies for 
electricity generation 

Links 
 

www.energinet.dk 

Comments (if any) 
 

Support R&D projects in environmentally friendly technologies for 
electricity generation. The invitation of tenders is also called the 
ForskEL-programme. The annual financial frame is DKK 130 
million. 

Weak Points 
 

The funding is given to project that is working with overall 
problems like; energy systems in a large scale, energy efficient 
ventilation solution for stables to pigs etc. The products produced 
from the funding can be difficult to relate to as a “normal” 
consumer with no technical stills/knowledge of energy and 
therefore be difficult to understand why they should pay for this 
funding through the tariff. 
 

Success Stories Each year “ForskEL” is hosting a venue that is open fore the 
public. Here there is given a presentation of the three best projects 
that have ended that year. This year 2010 one of the out pointed 
projects was an adjustable worktable with integrated PV. The 
energy consumption for the adjustable worktable was increased so 
that the PV could cover the electricity demand.  
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Country 
 

DENMARK  

Financing subject 
 

RES 

Is it specifically related to 
local communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does 
the funding apply to 
 

Residential 

Financing Source 
 

National 

Name of financing 
mechanism 
 

The energy saving approach and scrap system of the energy 
companies 

Policy mechanism Feed in tariff 
Year of promotion 
 

2006 

Deadline for the submission 
of proposal/requests  

- 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

- 

Law/normative reference 
 

lov nr. 520 af 7. juni 2006. 

Brief description – main 
features of the financing 
source 

Grant scan be offered to a lot of different energy saving 
arrangements. Examples of this; 
Example 1 
By replacing your old oil-fired burner in favour of a Danfoos 
heating pump a grant of up till DKK 20,000 can be given through 
the scrap settlement of the Energy Agency 
Product Grant from 

the Energy 
Agency 

Grant from 
DONG 
Energy 

Grants – in 
total 

Danfoss geothermal 
heating pump 

20.000 
DKK 

20.000 
DKK 

40.000 
DKK 

Danfoss Air /water-
heating pump 

15.000 
DKK 

15.000 
DKK 

30.000 
DKK 

Example 2 
Water saving arrangements by mounting of individual water meters 
and water saving toilets. 
The grant for Copenhagen Energy covers 50% of the total price for 
meters/toilets, mounting and VAT included in the price. 
However, the grant can not be above DKK 1,000 per apartment for 
meters or toilets respectively, a total of DKK 2.000. In practice this 
means that you usually always can calculate on receiving DKK 
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1.000 as a grant per apartment, covering replacement of toilets, 
while the grant for establishment of individual water meters might 
vary a lot, depending on the price of the measures and number 
needed as well as the extension of the mounting work. 

Links www.ens.dk or homepages for local energy companies 
Comments (if any) 
 

Energy companies saving effort: 
The net and distribution companies within the field of electricity, 
natural gas, district heating and oil have to contribute to a realisation 
of valid energy savings of a total of 6.1 PJ/a year. The effort is 
focused on the end consumption of energy and reduction of net 
losses. 

The following yearly savings goals are set for the individual areas: 
Energy net companies  2.9 PJ 
Natural gas distribution companies 1.1 PJ 
District heating companies  1.9 PJ 
Oil companies    0.2 PJ 
The companies have to report on the realised energy savings on a 
yearly basis. 

Weak Points - 
Success Stories Changing of old oil burners to more sustainable energy 

The scrapping scheme from The Energy Agency has on 14 days 
received 4,000 applications from Danes that wants to change their 
oil burners with more environmentally friendly heat. The Energy 
Agency is counting on receiving about 30,000 applications this year 
2010. 
Every 3 choose geothermal 
A review of the first 1,000 applications shows that 
·  50% applies for installation of District heating, which provide a 

grant of DDK 10,000  
·  33% applies for geothermal heat, which provide a grant of DKK 

20,000  
·  7% applies for air to air heat pumps or liquid-to-water heat 

pumps, which provide a grant of DKK 15,000 
·  10% applies for solar installations, where 25% of the 

installation is covered 
The figures are not surprising since it is easy for many consumers to 
switch to one of the most environmentally friendly forms of heating; 
district heating if they live in a district heating area. 
Geothermal is more expensive to install, but outside the district area 
is a good alternative, and the investment typical earns itself in less 
than a decade. The Energy Agency estimates that there are about 
300,000 oilburners in Denmark. Well over 200,000 of them are over 
15 years old. So there is plenty of outdated oilburners. The Energy 
Agency hopes to have used all the 400 million. support crowns 
before the New Year. If the project succeeds, about 30,000 Danes 
will received grants to scrap oil burners and there will be a reduction 
in CO2 emissions estimated to about 150,000 tons annual. 
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Country 
 

DENMARK  

Financing subject 
 

RUE and RES 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Residential and commercial 

Financing Source 
 

National 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

PSO (Public Service Obligations) 

Policy mechanism 
 

Feed in tariff 

Year of promotion 
 

1998 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

Deadline for applying for funds in 2011 are 17. September 2010. 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

ForskEl and ForskVE 

Law/normative reference 
 

elforsyningslovens § 29 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

Funding for external projectsEnerginet.dk offers financial support 
to external energy research through the ForskEL and ForskVE-
programmes, both of which are financed through PSO paid for by 
all electricity consumers with around DKK 0.05/kWh. The purpose 
of both programmes is to promote the development of 
environmentally friendly power generation technologies so as to 
facilitate the transfer to a society based on renewables. 

Links 
 

www.energinet.dk 

Comments (if any) 
 

 

 
Weak Points 

The funding is developing technologies that can be use to make a 
historical building energy efficient but the main focus is not 
historical buildings but more how to ensure new energy efficient 
solutions. 

  
Success Stories  
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Country DENMARK  
Financing subject 
 

- 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Historical worthy buildings (about 300,000 in Denmark) 
Residential and commercial 

Financing Source 
 

National 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

The Cultural Inheritance Center 
 

Policy mechanism 
 

Grant 

Year of promotion 
 

2006 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

On going 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

- 

Law/normative reference 
 

- 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

Direct support from the public Owners of preservation worthy 
buildings can apply the Cultural inheritance Center for economic 
support for the renovation works. The grant is e.g. given in shape 
of support. The Cultural Inheritance Center yearly distributes 
approx. 30 billion for the purpose of renovation of preservation 
worthy buildings, so it can not be taken for granted to get 
acceptance of commitment for economic support. The Cultural 
Inheritance Center does not support ordinary maintenance or 
modernisation of buildings. In order to get support for renovation 
work of a preservation worthy building the owner has to apply the 
Cultural Inheritance Center for economic support. Only privately 
owned buildings will be granted economic support from the 
Cultura Inheritance Center. There is no application form and that is 
why it is recommended to contact your relevant caseworker within 
the Cultural Inheritance Center, prior to submitting an application. 

 
Links 
 

www.kulturarv.dk 
 

Comments (if any) 
 

- 

Weak Points Funding is primarily supporting work that supports the building's 
structural conservation values. 

Success Stories  
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Country DENMARK  
Financing subject 
 

RES and RUE 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Residential and Commercial 

Financing Source 
 

- 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

Private funding 
 

Policy mechanism 
 

Grant related to assets 

Year of promotion 
 

- 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

- 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

- 

Law/normative reference 
 

Act of assessment § 7 E 

Brief description – main 
features of the financing source 

Private funding 

Links www.byfo.dk; www.tilskudsbasen.dk 
Comments (if any) 
 

Grants from private foundations etc. 
According to act of assessment § 7 E private grants for buildings on 
preserved or building worthy of preservation are tax-free when 
public granting has been or could have been given. If no public grant 
has been given the owner of the preserved or preserve worthy 
building, receiving a private grant is obliged to make it probable that 
a public grant could have been given. This can be done by obtaining 
a statement from the Cultural Inheritance Center or the municipality. 
If no public grant would have been given to the building work the 
private grant will be liable to taxes for the receiver. If the falling due 
per year deductible settlement is used possible foundation grants 
have to be reported through the enquiry form. Indirect grants in 
shape of deductions. Allowed renovation costs can be deducted after 
the falling due per year deductible settlement. For private owners 
living in the preserved building, the deduction is included in the 
taxable capital income (other capital income). The fact that the 
deduction is made in another capital income has importance for the 
value of the tax deduction, as the tax value will vary between approx. 
33-60%, depending on the owner’s personally tax related conditions. 
As for preservation worthy commercial buildings the falling due per 
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year tax deductive is characterized as an ordinary operating cost. The 
falling due per year settlement, which is politically adopted, 
according to SD-circular of 25 May 1982 has the purpose of 
contributing ensuring the entirety of the worthy preserved building 
structure. 

Weak Points  
Success Stories  
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Country 
 

SPAIN 

Financing subject 
 

RES 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Residential  

Financing Source 
 

National 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

- 

Policy mechanism 
 

Grant related to assets 

Year of promotion 
 

2008 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

2012 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

Ministry of housing 

Law/normative reference 
 

REAL DECRETO – 12 December 2008  

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

Aim of the plan is to improve accessibility and energy efficiency 
by the introduction of renewable energy systems in the existing 
building stock and consequently improve employment. Objectives 
of the plan  are to rehabilitate 2.250.000 houses and make 150.000 
buildings more habitable  

Links 
 

www.mviv.es 

Comments (if any) 
 

- 

Weak Points It is a mere administrative tool. No planning of interventions is 
foreseen. The financial opportunity is given to people who request 
for it, if they fulfil with the funding established criteria 

Success Stories Particular attention is given to the heritage of historical centres, 
which need a special approximation, not considered in the actual 
normative framework. The Plan deals with the concept of energy 
efficiency from an “eco-neighbourhood” point of view that is from 
the group formed by the building, its environment and the city. 
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Country 
 

HUNGARY  

Financing subject 
 

RUE 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

YES 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Residential 

Financing Source 
 

Local 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

Eco-program for residential buildings 

Policy mechanism 
 

Grant related to assets 

Year of promotion 
 

2008-2009 
 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

2010 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

Municipality of Szentendre, Ministry of Municipalities 
 

Law/normative reference 
 

- 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

This grant helps communities to make their heating-service more 
efficient 

Links 
 

- 

Comments (if any) 
 

Due to high enquiry, this year the program will be continued  
. 

Weak Points - 
  
Success Stories High enquiry 
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Country 
 

HUNGARY  

Financing subject 
 

RES 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Residential 

Financing Source 
 

National 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

Buying obligation and fixed prize for electricity from PV 
 

Policy mechanism 
 

Feed in tariff 

Year of promotion 
 

2008 
 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

no tender 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

Electricity distributors 
 

Law/normative reference 
 

VAT law 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

The electricity distributors are obliged to buy the electricity came 
from even small PV plants on a preferable fixed prize 

Links 
 

www.elmu.hu; www.energiahivatal.hu 

Comments (if any) 
 

The fixed prize is not really attractive comparing the investments 
(less than 0,1 €/kWh) 
 

Weak Points The fixed prize is not really attractive comparing the investments 
(less than 0,1 €/kWh) 

  
Success Stories  
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Country 
 

HUNGARY  

Financing subject 
 

RES and RUE 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Residential 

Financing Source 
 

National 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

Zöld Beruházási Program (Green Investment Program) 

Policy mechanism 
 

Grant related to assets 

Year of promotion 
 

2010 
 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

Up to August 2010, but could be closed any time 
 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

Ministry of Environment and Water 
 

Law/normative reference 
 

Tender 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

30% of the investment of retrofitting work is a non repayable 
grant, but there are certain limit for overall budget. If the 
retrofitting achive a label B, A or A+, bonus subsidy up to extra 30 
% is foreseen   

 
Links 
 

www.energiakozpont.hu; www.kvm.hu 
 

Comments (if any) 
 

Difficult, sofisticated tender, an energy expert with qualification is 
needed. So far not so muany experience. It is foreseen to open 
similar program for public building, and re-open the program for 
retrofitting concrete panel building 
 

Weak Points Difficult, sofisticated tender, an energy expert with qualification is 
needed. So far not so many experience. 
 

Success Stories  
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Country 
 

HUNGARY  

Financing subject 
 

RES and RUE 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

NO 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Residential 

Financing Source 
 

Regional 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

KEOP (Environmmental and Energy Operative Program)1-5 
tenders 

 
Policy mechanism 
 

Grant related to assets 

Year of promotion 
 

2009 
 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

Up to August 2012, but could be closed any time 
 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

Structural Fund, 25% Government, 75 % EU. 
National Development Agency 

 
Law/normative reference 
 

Tender 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

Non repayable grant up to 60%, sometimes even higher, of the 
investment of retrofitting work and RES application, but there are 
certain minimum treshold and upper limit for the overall budget 
and the grant. Managed by rRgional Agency of National 
Development Agency. 

Links 
 

www.energiakozpont.hu; www.nfu.hu 

Comments (if any) 
 

Difficult, sofisticated tender, an energy expert is recommended. So 
far not as popular as it was expected, and only just some of the 
tenders is eligible in the central region.  
 

Weak Points Difficult, sofisticated tender, an energy expert is recommended. So 
far not as popular as it was expected, and only just some of the 
tenders is eligible in the central region. 

  
Success Stories  
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Country 
 

HUNGARY  

Financing subject 
 

RUE 

Is it specifically related to local 
communities 
 

YES 

What type of building does the 
funding apply to 
 

Residential 

Financing Source 
 

Municipal 

Name of financing mechanism 
 

Társasház Felújítási Program (Retrofit multi unit dwellings) 
 

Policy mechanism 
 

Grant related to assets 

Year of promotion 
 

1990 
 

Deadline for the submission of 
proposal/requests  

yearly, mainly in spring 
 

Financing body/ Financing 
programme 

Local government budget 

Law/normative reference 
 

Local Tenders 

Brief description – main features 
of the financing source 

Non repayable grant or anuallity subsidy for facade of the building.  

Links 
 

For example: www.budapest.hu;www.ujbuda.hu 
 

Comments (if any) 
 

Most of the time general retrofit works, inrespect the 
environmental policy.  
 

Weak Points Most of the time general retrofit works, inrespect the 
environmental policy. 

  
Success Stories  
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